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Dress it. Express yourself. 

A Leading Producer of Silicone Protectors 

Trend-setting Fashionable Cases, Excellent Protection & Fit 



Extraordinary Durability 

Functionality with Elegance, Technology with Inspiration 
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Authorised 
Service Provid< 


iPODS AND 
ACCESSORIES AT 
UNBEATABLE PRICES! 




The inMotion iM7 delivers full-bodied sound. 

It goes where you go with its long lasting 
battery mode - plus your iPod recharges while 
you listen and a wireless remote allows for 
control of both the iM7 and iPod, allowing 
perfect adjustment of your music. 

"Altec hit all of the right notes with this design... 
the next generation of Pod speaker systems 
needs to view iM7 as the one to beat on pricing 
performance.. .and design." 
iLounge - November2005 


Altec Lansing - inMotion iM7 Portable Speakers 
+ FREE Shoulder Bag 



iPod Hi-Fi delivers crystal-clear, quality sound ir 
clean, compact design. It includes an Apple Rem 
it charges your iPod while you play music plus it 
run off battery power when you are out and aboi 

7 wholeheartedly recommend this speaker ifyou'l 
looking for an extremely powerful single-cabinet 
speaker that's portable... because this is about as 
good as it gets. ..[it's] a winner." 

PC Magazine - March 2006 


Apple - iPod Hi-Fi 




DLO Transpod 

Sennheiser - MX70 

Sennheiser - OMX70 

Sennheiser - OMX90 

A White Only/While Stocks Last 

Sport Stereo Earphones 

Clip-On Sport Stereo 

VC Style Clip-On Earphones 


with Magnetic Surfaces 

Earphones 

with Volume Control 


VISIT OUR STORE! 137 Bayswater Road, Rushcutters Bay, Sydney 

OPEN 7 DAYS! (diagonal to the Vibe Hotel, Rushcutters Bay). 


Prices and specifications correct 07/11/06. Frequency Communications reserves the right to change prices and/or adjust models according to availability of stock 
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F REgUENCY.COM. AU 



02 9360 0177 



iPod 

shuffle 

1GB 

$119 

(RRP $119) 

iPod 

nano 


2GB 

$215 

(RRP $219) 

4GB 

$289 

(RRP $299) 

8GB 

$369 

(RRP $380) 

iPod 

video 


30GB 

$369 

(RRP $380) 

60GB 

$425 

(RRP $459) 

80GB 

$485 

(RRP $499) 




Audioengine 5 is a full-size speaker system 
in a bookshelf-sized package. It has a built- 
in power port for iPod charging and allows 
music streaming directly from your laptop to 
the speakers through Apple's Airport Express. 
If you want awesome speakers for your 
portable music player, but don't want a bulky 
amp, the Audioengine 5 system does the job. 

"In an increasingly crowded marketplace, 
Audioengine has managed to bring a decidedly 
unique offering to the table, one that sees form 
following function fora change, and without 
any compromises." 
iPod Observer - Febmary 2006 



The Companion 3 Series II multimedia speaker 
system delivers top-of-the-line stereo performance 
from all your computer entertainment. Companion 3 
features two stereo speakers with matching stands 
for superb performance and added desktop space. 
The small speakers deliver crisp highs for lifelike 
vocals and instruments. The compact Acoustimass 
module handles lower notes and effects with 
resounding depth and fullness - and it hides 
easily under your desk! 


Uidioengine - Audioengine 5 Speaker System 
Available in Black or White) 


Bose - Companion 3 Series II 
Multimedia Speaker System 



Official Shure Demo Centre 


HOP ONLINE! 

: REQUENCY.COM.AU 


Australia-wide Delivery 

Visa, Mastercard, EFT accepted. 


out prior notice. Prices include GST. Pictures are for illustrative purposes only. Errors and omissions excepted. 





















































All the latest and greatest 
iPod-related gift ideas from 
Try and Byte 



Kid Pix Deluxe 3x by Software 
MacKiev 

With Software MacKiev’s new 
podcast-friendly Universal Edition 
of Kid Pix your kids can export 
their animated creations to 
iPod video format and import 
music from iTunes and 
GarageBand. 


Dr Seuss: Green Eggs and 
Ham by Software MacKiev 

This wonderful Software MacKiev 
adaptation of the timeless Dr. 
Seuss classic book. Includes 
bonus version for use on both 
music and video iPods. 

$39.95 





$59.95 















Try+Byte 



Proudly distributed by Try and Byte, please 
contact us for your local stockist. 


TRY BYTE 

Unit 17,2a Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
Tel (02) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 
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H ere we are, five years on in the life of the Apple iPod. While we always like to think that 
‘right now’ is an important juncture in the life of technology (it rarely is), this particular 
right now feels pretty important in the portable entertainment space. 

Between the new entrants to the scene and the long-term iPod competitors starting to 
flower into powerful and seductive units, Summer 2006 is a fork in the road for iPod. 

So this month we’re taking a look at the most important development in portable 
entertainment: the arrival of video as a serious part of the landscape. From the history to the 
practice, we’ve got your video interests covered. 

We also take a Player’s eye view of the history— and future history — of the iPod. What 
has made it number one and some speculation on what it should do to stay there. 

This fork in the road will be demanding for Apple and its iPod, but right now there is still 
no other company that comes close to building a viable ecosystem of accessories to surround 
their player, which is such a big part of what makes the iPod a standout. 

For five years the iPod has had it easy. What will we be saying this time next year? In five 
years? I’m glad I’ve got front row seats to the impending showdown. Or is it a rumble royal? 
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Agentl 8 Protection 





Agentl 8 VideoShield 
Kit for iPod Video 
$ 59.95 


Features 

- Agentl 8 VideoShield 

- 4 Position Adjustable 
Stand 

- Ultrathin Stainless 
Steel Belt Clip 

- Universal Dock 
Adapter 



Agentl 8 NanoShield 
for 2nd gen. nano 
$ 39.95 



Available from the Apple Webstore, Apple resellers and all good 
iPod retailers. 

For your nearest Apple Reseller, go to: http://www.apple.com/au/buy/ 


Proudly Distributed by 


TDV DVTC Unit 17,2a Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
I IX T D T I £ Tel (02) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 

www.tryandbyte.com.au 
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Hot links 

www.apple.com/au/ipod/ 

www.joinred.com 

Home of the (Product) red campaign 

www.zune.com 



True video iPod: when, not if! The potential 
release of the ‘true’ video iPod, after more 
than a year of working the rumour mill 
24/7, now seems very likely to be the ‘6 g’ 
release for Apple’s iPod line. The remaining 
question is not if, but when. 

For those who have been under a rock, 
this much-rumoured iPod will see the 
whole body taken up by a widescreen, 
with iPod wheel control available through 
a virtual wheel on screen (which our 
selection of choice fakes / mock-ups from 
around the web can illustrate). This last 
factor — touchscreen control — is still 
uncertain, as recent patent filings from 
Apple seem to describe differing control 
options for such a device. 

Apple has filed patents for on screen 
controls which feature a virtual click 
wheel arrangement. Yet in a more recent 
filing, Apple describes and illustrates an 
“Electronic Device Having Display and 


Surrounding Touch Sensitive Bezel for User 
Interface and Control.” Don’t you just love 
patent speak? 

This points to some clever (dare we say, 
patent-worthy?) control methods around 
the edge of a widescreen iPod. Some bezel 
control would be a great defence against 
having to touch the screen for every single 
function, which can only end in grubby 
finger smears. Whether both control areas 
will exist on the final version of a future iPod 
will be interesting to see. 

Few have doubted the day would come. 
The ultimate question is now when. 

Most rumours point to ‘soon’, with some 
suggesting you may have already seen 
the announcement by the time this mag 
heads your way. Others point to the New 
Year, which would indicate a San Francisco 
Macworld announcement. A look at the 
historic nature of these rumours could easily 
point to sometime in 2007... or later... or... 



Will Australia see RED? After the initial 
announcement of an updated, more 
colourful range of iPod nano, a second 
announcement saw a special edition 
‘(Product) red’ released. In both 4GB and 
8gb versions, it is quite the vibrant nano, 
as well as being a part of a global charity 
campaign with a share of proceeds going to 
the fight against aids in Africa. 

At least, it is available in the us. At time of 
writing, there was no sign of the red nano 
joining the Australian iPod store. So will 
we get a taste of a bright red iPod that lets 
us wear our charitability on our sleeve (or 
around our neck)? 


We asked Apple what the situation is for a 
local release, and were given this response: 

“We’re working through the Australian 
legislation requirements and hope to have 
updates in the next few weeks.” 

The ‘requirements’ may relate to the 
special edition’s status as a charity product. 
And ‘next few weeks’ hopefully means you 
could have a juicy red nano spicing up your 
life in time for Christmas. 



Coming Zune. It maybe ‘wannabe iPod 
Killer #564’, but the fact the Zune is coming 
out of the cash-lined halls of Microsoft 
should be a good indication this will be an 
interesting arrival. Ask Sony and Nintendo 
about what Microsoft can do when they are 
late to a party. 

Early reviews tip the iPod as maintaining 
its hold on the market, but there is no doubt 
the Zune is part of a long-term strategy and 
not just some attempt to win big in 2006-07. 


One hot factor for Zune is Wi-Fi, with the 
ability to share music between players, 
granting the receiver a three-play license 
to any track. Local file sharing? Well 
played, Microsoft. 

The final word has to come from the 
irony department. After all their complaints 
about iPod and its iTunes drm lock-in for 
online purchasing, Microsoft has made the 
Zune drm locked into their new ZuneStore 
service. It won’t even support Microsoft’s 
older ‘PlaysForSure’ drm scheme. Always 
nice to talk ‘open’ before you make your own 
play for market domination. ■ 
























incoming call. 


+ 1494436 221 

Answer Call? 


hurry home 

Some calls are worth stopping the music for 


Bluetooth phone connection, FM radio & remote control tor iPod®* 

GEAR4 brings you the missing link between your iPod 
and mobile phone. 

• Receive and make calls on your iPod 

• Caller number ID displayed on the iPod screen 

• Automatically pauses and resumes music during incoming calls 
•15 auto scan FM radio 

• Plug ‘n’ play with most Bluetooth enabled phones 
Available at selected Dick Smith, Harvey Norman and Bing Lee stores 


Visit www.blueye.co.uk for more details 

Disruptive Australia Fly Ltd, Suite 12,133 Alexander Street, Crows Nest, Sydney NSW 2065 

All rights reserved. GEAR4 and BluEye are trademarks of Disruptive Ltd. iPod is registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 


FREE YOUR TUNES 


www. gear4. com/au 
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iPod Video. Although the new 5G iPod 
isn’t the ‘true video iPod’ many people 
were expecting, it’s a solid upgrade from 
its predecessor. It is offering useful new 
software features for watching video, 
playing games, and browsing music, as 
well as improved hardware in the form of 
a brighter screen, better battery life, and 
better earbuds. And you get all of these 
improvements — plus, in the case of the 
larger model, 2ogb more storage space 
— for less money than each 
model’s predecessor. 


I n October, a new batch of iPods were 
announced, with changes right across 
the range. Whether you are already an 
iPod owner or you are deciding on your 
first purchase, there is now a model to suit 
everyone. The question is — which one is 
right for you? 


We still lament the fact that Apple no longer 
includes a power adapter with recent iPods, 
and if you’ve got a well-organized music 
Library, the new Search feature is more 
interesting than useful, but if your heart 
isn’t set on a “real” video iPod — whenever 
that might appear — the new 5G iPods are 
compelling products. 

Capacity & Price: 30GB, $380; 8ogb, $499. 
Ideal Usage & User: We’re still talking about 
the ultimate iPod, best suited to those with 
massive music libraries, and anyone who 
wants a media player with the huge range of 
accessories only the iPod can deliver. 



iPod nano. The second-generation iPod 
nano is both a welcome step back to the 
more colourful (and scratch-resistant) 
days of the iPod mini and a moderate step 
forward in functionality. This middle- 
child iPod feels and looks great with 
its rugged aluminium finish and bright 
display. Apple’s done nice things with 
power management to allow the nano to 
play for 24-plus hours on a single charge. 
And the ability to record high-quality voice 
memos (through a Belkin TuneTalk or 
XtremeMac MicroMemo) and more easily 
search your portable music collection are 


nice enhancements — though, like us, you 
may find the click-a-letter search feature 
more trouble than it’s worth. All in all, this 
is a worthy successor to the original nano 
and one that’s likely to be a smash hit this 
holiday season. 

Capacity & Price: 2gb, $219; 4gb, $299; 
8gb, $380. 

Ideal Usage & User: The nano remains 
Apple’s most fashionable iPod. For those 
who have held onto their mini, you can 
finally upgrade to its spiritual successor. 
The new Nike+ kit also makes the nano a 
serious force in any exercise regime. 



iPod shuffle. This iPod is sure to be the 
season’s most popular stocking stuffer, 
largely because it’s robust, holds more than 
enough music for even a day-long workout, 
and is priced to move. The shuffle’s small 
size is a testament to efficient engineering, 
but it also makes for a music player that 
could be easier to use and one that will go 
missing more often than larger iPods. It may 
not be the best-sounding player that Apple’s 
made, but given the environment it’s likely 
to be used in — during workouts or for 
kicking around when a larger iPod is just too 


much to carry — it’s more than a capable 
musical companion. 

The 2 G iPod shuffle is the perfect first iPod 
for kids and those who, inexplicably, have 
yet to own an iPod as well as a worthy 
second, third, or fourth player for current 
iPod owners. 

Capacity & Price: igb, $119. 

Ideal Usage & User: We thought the last 
shuffle was miniscule? Now you can really 
take your iPod anywhere. If you aren’t 
interested in Nike+, this is the perfect 
model for exercising. ■ 
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iLounge.com | All Things iPod 


•World's Number 1 Selling iPod accessory 

• Wake and Sleep to iPod®, radio, or buzzer 

• Built-in docking station charges iPod® 

• Compatible with any generation of iPod® 

• AM/FM Alarm Clock Radio with Digital Tuner 

• Gradual Wake and Gradual Sleep. Snooze 

• Aux Line-in for portable CD Player, other MP3 players, etc. 

• ResonS™ Speaker Technology for high quality bass and clarity 

• Control Volume, Setting Functions, and Tuning with high precision 
optical reader dials 

• Full-function remote controls both clock radio and iPod® 
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F EATU RES 


By Christopher Breen 

Five years hence 

iPod rules, ok. 

But what next to keep it on top? 


r 



Now Playing 

1 of 14 


Photos 
Extras 
Settings 
Shuffle Songs 


O ctober marked the iPod’s fifth anniversary. There are many 
highlights in the diminutive player’s semi-decadinal success, 
covered in detail elsewhere [see our full story on page 24]. Good on 
ya, Apple. Congratulations all around. But at the risk of putting a 
damper on celebrations, let me ponder this: 

Now what? 

While I’m sure Apple’s iPod division long ago reserved a massive 
white board, barricaded behind 17 layers of security, for its five-year 
plan, I thought that I, as an interested outside observer, might offer 
some ideas of what I’d like to see happen in the iPod world during 
the next five years. 

The widescreen iPod. I agree with Apple that portable music is 
always going to be more popular than portable video — if only 
because you have far more opportunities to absorb music on 
the go than you do video. But if you’re going to offer an iPod 
that plays movies, music videos, and television shows, why not 
issue one that makes that content look as good as possible? The 
fifth-generation iPod’s 2.5-inch screen is remarkably bright and 
crisp, but it’s awfully cramped, particularly for viewing movies 
formatted for widescreen. 

Apple is unlikely to make an iPod the size of a psp — the bulk of 
such a device simply doesn’t fit with the iPod designers’ keep-it- 
simple-and-portable philosophy. Therefore the iPod must learn to 
play horizontally. 

The untethered iPod. Steve Jobs takes the stage dressed in a plush 
blue tuxedo. Before him is the latest iPod model, blasting the Hit 
of the Day while resting on a sleek black podium. A nattily attired 
Phil Schiller crosses from stage left, handing Jobs a hula-hoop. Jobs 
kicks the podium out from beneath the iPod, leaving the media 
player floating miraculously in mid-air. With a flourish, Jobs passes 
the hoop over the iPod time and again. 

“No wires!” he proclaims. 

The audience roars its approval. 

Okay, so maybe demanding an anti-gravity iPod is a bit much, 
but surely, iPods of the future needn’t require cables for listening 
or syncing. 

Stage One is conjuring up an iPod that plays through wireless 
headphones. Yes, a few manufacturers have offered wireless 
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Bluetooth headphones for the iPod, but, due to poor construction 
and general discomfort, they’ve hardly been a raging success. This 
isn’t a solution best left up to third-parties. Apple has the know-how 
(and access to the iPod’s many internal wonders) to make future 
iPods broadcast to a roomful of unattached headphones. 

Stage Two is severing the umbilical between the iPod and the 
computer. Bluetooth isn’t fast enough and syncing thousands of 
tracks (and a few movies) would suck the life out of today’s iPod 
battery, but Apple’s got five years to work on this one — a faster 
communications protocol that pulls content from the ether. 

Content for the untethered iPod. Speaking of ether, if the iPod 
needn’t be physically connected to a computer to obtain its 
content, why not create additional sources for grabbing content? 

For example, you’re at the airport and want the latest Billboard 
Chart Topper. Stand within 50 feet of AirMusic Emporium’s iTunes 
wireless kiosk, click over to your iPod’s Purchase Music screen, 
browse the store’s catalogue, and click again to purchase and 
download the music you seek. 

Closer to the five-year mark, you’re out for a run and the music 
on your iPod just isn’t cutting it. Back to the Purchase Music 
screen, select Genre, choose Exercise, and preview cardiovascular- 
friendly tracks available from the iTunes Store. Press Purchase and 
your music begins playing as it downloads. Wires? Kiosks? Who 
needs ’em when every piece of iTunes media is floating in the air 
around you? 

Streaming full content. Cooler than purchasing music anywhere 
you have an iPod in hand? Listening to any music available at the 
iTunes Store. 

I understand that ‘subscription’ is a dirty word to many iTunes 
proponents, but there are very real advantages to playing, on 
demand, any music you care to. The idea of owning your music 
and carrying it with you for the rest of your life isn’t for everyone. 
(Honestly, when was the last time you listened to your old 
Depeche Mode albums?) What’s hip today soon becomes passe 
and tastes change as you mature. Instead, in addition to pulling 
up old favourites, why not explore new music without making the 
commitment to buying it outright and, at the same time, conduct 
those explorations when and where you want to? 


Finding gold. And where to find that new music? Apple (and 
many others in the media business) understand that devising 
a scheme that recommends music based on your current tastes 
will lead to greater interest in obtaining more music. iTunes’ Just 
For You feature, a beta option that attempts to make these sorts 
of recommendations, is a first unsteady step in this direction. 
Getting it right means more coins in Apple’s pocket and, unlike 
similar services that are still concerned about paying the month’s 
rent, that pocket currently has enough gold to see this effort to a 
happy conclusion. 

When this works, include an iPod feature that tunes the iPod 
into a Just For You stream — a personal ‘station’ of tracks likely to 
appeal. Some suck? No problem. Select Sucks, press the Centre 
button, and the mother ship rejiggers future selections to take your 
more refined tastes into account. 

Share the wealth. Social networking is big, big, big, and only getting 
bigger. Subscription services allow you to share playlists (that play 
in their entirety) with other subscribers. Microsoft’s Zune will 
bring wireless tune sharing to the world of portable music players. 
Sharing a playlist of 30-second previews isn’t going to cut it. 

In addition to sharing your iPod’s music with those around you 
(via the wireless broadcaster I mentioned earlier), full playlist/ 
music sharing will be important. And, again, it will work only if the 
iTunes Store is open to streaming. 

Public persona. Let’s recall that the iPod started out as an $895 
5GB Mp3 player that didn’t work with Windows pcs, didn’t shuffle, 
didn’t include an eq function, and didn’t include the ability to view 
pictures, notes, contacts, or calendars. In five years we have iPods 
that offer 16 times the storage capacity of the original, play movies 
and videos, project videos and slideshows to a tv, play real arcade 
games, record cd- quality audio, and download pictures from an 
attached digital camera. And all this without obscuring the iPod’s 
main mission as a personal media player. 

And in those five years the iPod has become the world’s most 
popular personal media player. In the next five years, I’d like to 
see the iPod and its descendants move beyond the personal and 
into the public — as a media player that plays and shares well 
with others. ■ 
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By Tim Dean 


SONY TV8-301 



TVeverywhere 

Inside the ghosts of mobile tv past, 
present and future 


I n i960 Sony launched the world’s first direct view portable 
television, the surprisingly futuristic looking TV8-301. Sony saw it 
as the vanguard in the new frontier of mobile television (although 
admittedly, it’s was a touch too large and battery-less to be truly 
portable, thus was more at home in the back seat of your car). Over 
the following three decades, despite the bountiful enthusiasm of Sony 
and other electronics manufacturers, portable television never quite 
took off. 

Ultimately portable tvs weren’t terribly practical in the early days 
of transistors. The sets were heavy, expensive, needed to be plugged 
into a power point and gave you a tiny screen with dismal resolution. 
Today, things are very different. Portable television is up for a second 
crack at the title, and this time the odds are stacked more in its favour. 

The tremendous and continuing technological advances in the 
semiconductor industry are leading to ever more capable mobile 
phones and digital media players, such as the ubiquitous iPod. 
Furthermore, these are no longer one trick ponies. Many new 
mobile phones are virtually mini computers in their own right, and 
digital audio players are rapidly beginning to spread their wings into 
other media such as video. Then you have the new generation of 
portable games consoles, such as the Sony psp. 

Unlike the portable televisions of decades past, these new devices 
are small, relatively inexpensive, have increasingly long battery lives 
and deliver excellent resolution and clarity in their small digital 
screens. And they can be used to watch video or television. 

This technological advancement has not gone unnoticed by the 
television studios and telecommunications providers, who are 
currently scrambling to get the jump on the portable television 
revolution. However, no-one really knows what the future of 
portable television will really be like. There are currently several 
alternative visions of how portable tv will evolve, and this has 
lead to a relatively fragmented marketplace today. Some service 
providers offer streaming television over a 3G network. 
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SONY PSP 



Others support a digital broadcasting standard similar to 
conventional terrestrial digital television. Others still see the 
internet as the model to follow, with its eclectic bunch of user¬ 
generated and promoted content, such as on YouTube. One thing is 
for certain: this time portable television is here to stay. 

TVpod. One of the pioneers of portable television is Apple’s 
ominpresent iPod, which was endowed with video playback 
functionality on October 12 2005. Apple has arguably set the 
standard when it comes to the seamless integration of a tech device 
and an online service with the iPod/iTunes Music Store combo. In 
its early days the iTunes Music Store showed the world how to make 
an online music store easy to use and compelling to users who were 
already highly adept at downloading music illegally through peer- 
to-peer file sharing systems. In an environment of fierce scepticism, 
Apple demonstrated that a paid for service for digital music could be 
a profitable venture. 

That’s not to say that revelation happened over night. Many music 
publishers were reluctant to get involved in this new and threatening 
medium of the internet given their experiences with piracy in the late 
1990s through services such as Napster. However, in the end they 
were soundly won over — and now the iTunes Music Store is the most 
popular legal music download site in the world by a long margin. 

Then, on the same date that the iPod gained video playback, 
Apple added the ability to download video content through 
iTunes. But this wasn’t just music videos and movie trailers; Apple 
provided five popular television shows to its library, including 
hits like Lost and Desperate Housewives. October 12 2005 will 
be looked back upon as the date when the era of legal television 
downloads began in earnest. 

Since that date, the newly-named iTunes Store (note the lack 
of ‘Music’) now offers dozens of television shows, new and old, 
including drama, sports, comedy and vintage classics. 


Sadly, our parochial rendition of the iTunes Store has a more limited 
purview. According to an Apple Australia spokesperson, “currently 
there are over 2,000 videos on the Australian iTunes Store for 
purchase, including music videos and Pixar short movies.” But 
critically, no television. 

However, the iPod is not shackled to the iTunes Store for 
its content. There are a number of television shows that are 
downloadable as free podcasts. Some of the most popular tv 
podcasts are: Thank God You’re Here, The Ronnie John’s Half Hour, 
Rove Live and Real Stories (channel 10); The Chaser’s War On 
Everything and jtv (abc); and Channel 9 News (channel 9). 

You might see a pattern here. Yep, they’re all locally produced 
television shows. Currently licensing restricts the ability of local 
television stations to redistribute foreign shows online, but local 
shows are a different matter. There are currently no indications 
of when we’ll be seeing more foreign-produced television made 
available through the Internet, either from the studios or from 
the likes of Apple itself. This is mainly due to the concerns 
of local broadcasters about losing viewers — and as a result, 
advertising revenue — to iPods and the like. Foreign studios are 
also reluctant to bypass their traditional distribution channels 
and revenue streams from selling their programs overseas. This 
means while we might have to wait some years before we get 
access to foreign-produced television in Australia, we should 
see an increase in the number of local programmes that are 
available online. 

There’s no question the iPod has been one of the leading devices 
used for watching television on the run. The next iteration of 
the iPod should also have a 30 percent brighter screen double 
the resolution, making it even more suitable for video and tv. 
However, it’s still uncertain whether the iPod/iTunes/video 
podcast model will be the platform of choice for portable television 
in the future. ► 
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Many of the strengths of the iPod system are also its weaknesses. 

The iPod allows you to pick and choose your content on a piece by 
piece basis, either through the iTunes Store or directly as a podcast 
download from an independent site. This is a powerful and flexible 
approach that gives us the maximum control over what content 
we watch, and when. However, it also requires extra effort on our 
behalf—we have to know what we want to watch, track it down, 
download it and transfer it to our iPod before it’s available to watch 
when we’re out and about. 

This makes the iPod model a ‘pull’ one rather than the traditional 
‘push’ of conventional broadcast television. The strength of pull 
might be its flexibility but the strength of push is the fact that the 
content just gets broadcast, and all you need to do is tune in, sit back 
and enjoy. 

Furthermore, the iTunes Store is a great asset to Apple and has 
unquestionably helped the iPod gain top spot in the portable media 
player market. However, the rigid coupling of the iTunes Store to 
the iPod could prove to be a barrier in the future. The majority 
of the content available through the iTunes Store is protected by 
Apple’s digital rights management software which restricts it to 
being played back on an iPod or through the iTunes software on a 
Mac or pc. So sadly, even if you own another device that can view 
video, you won’t be able to use it to watch content downloaded 
from the iTunes Store. 

The increasing proliferation of video-capable mobile phones and 
devices may prompt many television and movie studios to offer their 
content through their own portals or directly through individual 
telecommunications companies rather than solely through the 
somewhat restricted iTunes Store. 

The sideboard. For those who don’t own an iPod, there are plenty 
of other devices that can satisfy our video needs. Many of the 
latest pdas and 3G mobile phones are capable of video playback, 


as are the new generation of portable games consoles such as the 
PlayStation Portable. 

For many of these devices, the primary way of injecting them with 
video is to download it to your pc and transfer it across, usually over 
usb, but possibly over wireless as well. This is commonly referred 
to as ‘sideboarding’, and it’s becoming increasingly popular as the 
number of video devices and the range of video downloads grows. 

The sideboarding approach follows a similar ‘pull’ model to the 
iTunes Store, with us having to go out and hunt down the content 
we want to see. This has the advantage of giving us ultimate choice 
over what we watch, but requires a greater investment in time 
than just being able to switch over to a channel and watch a fixed 
broadcast. 

Furthermore, when you look at what kind of video is popular 
online, you see an interesting phenomenon in action. When it comes 
to video downloads, organised video broadcasts and podcasts come 
in a distant second to social networking sites with a high proportion 
of user generated content, such as YouTube. According to a report 
from analysts at Gartner, this demonstrates there is a strong demand 
for diverse content other than that produced by professional studios. 

However, the relative popularity of sites such as YouTube might 
be artificially boosted due to the inability to gauge how much 
professionally generated content is pirated behind the scenes. Even 
with the decline of Napster and Kazaa, peer-to-peer file sharing is 
still a booming industry, especially over the BitTorrent network. 

If the type of content being downloaded daily over underground 
peer-to-peer networks was factored in, it might well prove that 
professionally generated content is still the most popular form of 
video being downloaded. 

If this is the case, then the sooner television and movie studios 
make their content available legally, at high quality and a 
competitive price - much like the iTunes Store did for music - the 
sooner it’ll be consumed by those of us with portable media players. 
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Sadly, there’s currently no indication of television becoming widely 
available for download legally over the Internet, with the studios 
interested in sticking to more traditional forms of delivery, such as 
streaming or digital broadcasting. 

TV in the stream. In November 2003, Optus was the first to make 
television available through your mobile phone through its Optus 
Zoo service. Optus rebroadcasts the sbs and cnn’s international 
news service as well as a range of other downloads such as clips 
from channel 10’s Sports Tonight and news bulletins from channels 
7 and 10. According to an Optus spokesperson, this service was 
particularly popular during the Football World Cup, when it 
screened all the matches shown on sbs. 

Today Optus is not alone in offering television through its 
mobile network. In fact, all four of the Australian telecom¬ 
munications companies with 3G networks are offering television in 
one form or another. 

Telstra delivers its content through the myTV service, which 
delivers personalised content straight to your handset. myTV works 
by offering you a range of channels, such as news, entertainment 
or sports, and you can either watch the channel as it’s broadcast, or 
you can selectively choose to watch just specific portions on demand 
- making it a kind of hybrid between the push and pull approaches. 
Currently Telstra is offering content from the abc and bbc, a 
Chinese language channel, video previews of upcoming free-to-air 
shows and a range of other videos. 

Telstra is also offering 12 channels from the Foxtel pay-rv network 
over its new next g high speed 3G service. These include Sky News, 
cnn, Disney Channel, mtv. Fox 8, Comedy Channel and more. 

3 , the first mobile carrier to launch a 3G network in Australia, also 
offers a wide range of television streamed to your mobile handset. 
Through Planet 3 you can get access to 17 channels, ranging from 
news to entertainment to sport and music. 


Vodafone also delivers television over its Vodafone live! Service, 
including special made-for-mobile episodes (or mobisodes) of the us 
drama 24:Conspiracy and South Park. 

As you can see, streaming television to mobile phones is already 
very popular — at least with the telecommunications companies 
who are eager to lure people on to their 3G networks. However, 
according to a 2006 report by Gartner, streaming television has 
“yet to capture more than a small niche of the population, with 
only a small percentage of users showing interest in watching video 
content, in particular short clips, on their mobile phones.” 

In a uk study from December 2005, only four percent of users were 
viewing short video clips on their mobiles, and only one percent 
were using the streaming television services. Numbers in Australia 
are higher, although consumers of streaming television are still a 
minority overall. Even the progressive early adopters of new mobile 
technology, such as customers on Hutchison’s 3 network, have only 
been moderate consumers of mobile television. Hutchison reports 
that a substantial 44 percent of customers have purchased a mobile 
tv pack. However, these users don’t represent the majority of mobile 
users with Hutchison currently capturing only four percent of the 
mobile market at the end of 2005, according to the Department of 
Communications, Information Technology and the Arts. 

One of the barriers when it comes to streaming video over 3G 
networks is the cost, although prices have fallen significantly over 
the past couple of years. Optus, for example, charges $3.95 per 
month for a content pack such as news or music, plus data charges 
apply on top. Vodafone charges $3 per month for the sports or news 
and weather pack, and $1.49 for each of its ‘mobisodes’, such as 
2 4: Conspiracy. 3’s charges are by channel, with them individually 
costing between $3 and $7 per month. 

Bandwidth is another issue for the 3G networks. Sure, if you’re 
only one of a few people accessing video content in your particular 
mobile cell, the performance can be impressive. ► 
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However, with increasing demand, the bandwidth needs to be 
shared amongst more users, and this can result in diminished 
quality. Furthermore, to save on precious bandwidth, most 
streaming video is compressed at a high level and broadcast at 
15 frames per second, which is inferior to the video that can be 
downloaded from other sources. 

Broadcasting. One way of getting around the issues surrounding 
bandwidth over 3G networks is to send the television signal over a 
different parallel network. Developed alongside the standard we 
use for digital television in Australia, called dvb-t (Digital Video 
Broadcasting — Terrestrial), is the mobile version, dvb-h (Digital 
Video Broadcasting — Handheld), dvb-h chips can be integrated 
into mobile phones and devices and can allow us to receive the 
same kind of digital television signal we get at home while we’re out 
and about — and it doesn’t typically incur the kind of data charges 
associated with 3G networks. 

Telstra, Nokia and The Bridge Networks, which is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Broadcast Australia, have been running dvb-h trials 
in Sydney and Melbourne, with over 1000 handsets supplied by 
Nokia. However, the federal government has yet to officially allocate 
spectrum to the dvb-h standard, so the prospects and timing of a 
widespread rollout are still uncertain. 

If dvb-h gains acceptance amongst the broadcasters, it could 
prove to be a very popular service. In the same surveys conducted 
by Gartner, dvb-h turned out to be significantly more popular 
than streaming video to mobile handsets. One of the strengths of 
dvb-h was the fact that the broadcasts were usually simulcasts of 
conventional terrestrial television stations, which means it’s easy 
to know what’s available and when. As such, we could simply tune 
in to our favourite shows through dvb-h if we’re out of the house 
when they’re on, or we can keep abreast of breaking news wherever 
we might be. 


However, this traditional broadcast model could also be a limiting 
factor for dvb-h, as it is for streaming video. If we’re only going 
to be catching a few snippets of video through our 3G mobile 
throughout the day — such as on the bus or while waiting for at 
the airport — we may want to be more selective with what we’re 
watching. The ability to pick and choose your content on the fly, 
such as through Telstra’s myTV service, could have more appeal than 
simply tuning in to a fixed broadcast. 

Into the future. So what does the future hold for portable television? 
As you can see, there are currently multiple visions for how portable 
television might work, whether it be through downloads from the 
internet, streaming over a 3G network or broadcast like terrestrial 
digital television. There’s also a variety of content available at the 
moment, from regular news and sports channels, to mobile-specific 
drama, to user generated material such as video podcasts and 
YouTube. This has lead to a fairly fragmented market at the moment, 
and no-one is entirely sure exactly how things will pan out. 

One thing is for sure, and that is portable television is only going 
to get bigger and more popular. Despite the low levels of usage 
reported by analysts from Gartner, they acknowledge that we’re only 
just seeing the beginnings of the portable television industry. 

In fact, Gartner has stated that “by 2009, a tenth of mobile users 
will subscribe to video and tv.” That’s a great deal more than 
subscribe today, although it’s still a long way from the kind of 
penetration we see with terrestrial television. 

The good news is there’s a lot of great content out there, and if you 
want it, you can get in on the portable television revolution right 
now. Things might change over the years, but we’re certainly not 
going to be starved of choice. 

It might have taken over 45 years for portable television to take off 
from its humble beginnings with the Sony TV8-301, but it appears 
that it’s finally here to stay. ■ 
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1. Install on your 
computer and quickly 
learn common words 
and phrases with the 
breakthrough flash card 
learning system. 



2. Build your language 
comprehension by 
watching videos and 
listening to native 
speakers participate in 
everyday conversations. 



3. Develop your 
language skills with 
listening and speaking 
activities, games and 
excercises - as well as 
conversation practice. 



4.Take your learning with you using 
companion flashcard programs for PDAs, 
iPods and other MP3 players. Just load and 
learn on the go! Tracks include single 
words as well as common phrases. 


Available for Macintosh and Windows platforms. 
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By Martin Krall 

Licensed to cast 

Our interview with the uts educator 
teaching students how to podcast 

Hot links 

www.schooloblog.blogspot.com 

Russell’s blog 

www.insearchradiopm.blogspot.com 

Insearch podcast 

Russell's favourite podcast sites 

www.podscope.com 

http://podcasts.yahoo.com 

www.rsf.org 

www.gcast.com 

www.creativecommons.org 


Kilbey’s key advice on making 
your podcast a standout. 

• Preparation is very important. 

• Sound quality is important too; a lot of 
podcasts are really awful. 

• What separates podcasting from other 
sound files on the Internet is that you can 
subscribe to them. So you want to try to 
build up an audience that discovers your 
podcast and subscribes to it every week. 
Having the commitment to be regular is 
part of the idea; there is no point in doing 
just one podcast. 

• Try to focus on something you’re 
interested in, something you know a 
lot about. If you’re talking about things 
you don’t know anything about it will 
soon become obvious. I imagine if you 
collect butterflies for example, you do 
the Butterfly Collector’s podcast. 

• Stick to a format. Use the same length 
for the shows, and start them off with 
a little audio signature so that people 
know what they’re listening to. Maybe 
try to have the same balance between 
music and talk each show. 

• Be careful with using music. Unless 
you’re reviewing an album you 
shouldn’t use any copyrighted music 
at all. Use Creative Commons or music 
that isn’t copyrighted instead. 


R ussell kilbey teaches podcasting at 
. uts: Insearch, in Sydney. He took some 
time out to tell us why he does it, what 
students get out of it, and some advice for 
wannabe podstars. 

Why teach podcasting at a university? 

A lot of radio stations and media 
corporations are providing podcast as 
part of their service. And people are using 
advertising in their podcasts. It’s like the 
Internet. It has started off being free and 
then gradually be more and more infiltrated 
by commercial interests. 

What are people doing with podcasts? 

Some people try to get famous and some 
even do, people are actually becoming 
podstars. Another interesting use is for 
universities to publish lectures, so that if 
you miss a lecture you can listen to the 
podcast. That’s very popular. Another big 
area is Godcasting, if you miss the sermon 
at your church. There’s a lot of different 
ways to use it. 

Could you say they’re like a spoken blog? 

No, basically I’m teaching radio production. 
So it goes into aspects of digital audio 
and interview techniques, using digital 
recorders, etcetera. It’s not a totally new 
artform. It’s just building on artforms that 
already exist. 

How did you become a podcasting teacher? 

I teach audio subjects and I’ve got a degree 
in multimedia. When I was offered the job I 
thought it was a fascinating area to get into, 
so I pretty much gave myself a crash-course. 


You have a lot of international students? 

This month I got German, Japanese, 
and Korean students, and students from 
the United Arab Emirates, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Australia and Thailand. 

It’s a really good way for them to get 
English language skills. It gives them 
confidence. If you’re writing an essay you 
can get a lot of stuff out of books, but if 
you’re doing a podcast on what you saw at 
the end of your road that morning it gives 
you a different sense of language. 

What software are you using when you teach? 

We have a Mac studio and are using 
Garageband at the moment. It is working 
fine. The students seem to like it. The first 
two semesters I taught, we were using 
Audacity, which is freeware for pc and 
Mac. There’s a lot of free software you 
can use, and of course Pro Tools and the 
serious stuff too. 

How are you sending out your podcasts? 

We’re publishing through a service called 
G-Cast. It’s like a hotmail kind of podcasting 
service. The university is supportive of what 
we’re doing, but they want a little bit of 
distance, because some of the students come 
from countries where the governments are 
a bit more restrictive than in Australia. And 
part of my mission is to teach freedom of 
speech and inspire the students to find the 
truth, as they see it. ■ 
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Power Adaptor Accessory Kits 

Charge your iPod anywhere, Power and Protection Kits 
includes carry pouch.. $49.00 for your iPod.... $79.00 



Deluxe Cases 

High Quality Wrap Case 
with Slim Belt Clip.. $39.00 

H 

Full Body Covers 

Clear Film for Preventing 
Scratch or Marks.. $19.00 



Car Chargers 

Charge your iPod on the 
road & USB mini.. $39.00 


Speaker Systems 

High Performance Digital 
Speaker Systems.. $279.00 



Cradle, FM Transmitter & 
Charger Kit.... $99.00 



Hard Crystal Cases 

Clear Polycarbonate Shell 
for Total Protection.. $29.00 



Silicon Skins 

Includes Skin, Armband, 
LCD Cover, Strap.. $19.00 



Power Adaptor 

Charge your iPod anywhere, 
includes carry pouch.. $49.00 



In-Earphones 

Powerful with Deep Bass & 
Crisp Highs.... $34.90 



Charge, Dock Cables 

Sync, Charge and Dock 
your iPod by USB.. $29.00 



FM Transmitters 

Clear, Powerful FM Transmitter 
for any Dock iPod.. $79.00 



Leather Wrap Cases 

High Quality Wrap Case 
with Slim Belt Clip.. $49.00 



Neck Headphones 

Neckband Style with Soft 
Comfort Cushions.. $49.00 



LCD Screen Covers 

Clear Film for Preventing 
Scratch or Marks.. $14.90 



Car Chargers 

Charge your iPod while you 
are on the road.. $29.00 



Sports Armbands 

Comfortable Armband for 
Sports or Activity.. $39.00 







Noise Cancelling 

Actively Cancels out any 
Background Noise.. $99.00 
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RCA Home Stereo 

Connect your iPod to your 
Home Stereo... $24.90 
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Car Chargers 

Charge your MP3 while you 
are on the road.. $39.00 



Sports Armbands 

Comfortable Armband for 
Sports or Activity.. $39.00 



Universal FM Trans. 

Universal FM Transmitter for 
any MP3 Player.. $69.00 



Power Adaptor 

Charge your MP3 anywhere, 
includes carry pouch.. $49.00 



Deluxe Cases 

High Quality Carry Case 
with Slim Belt Clip.. $39.00 
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Exclusively Distributed in Australia by Techlynx, info@techlynx.com.au 
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iPod is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 
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By Rick LePage 

Five reasons the 
iPod succeeded 

From its interface to its drm, 

Apple's device was destined for greatness 


The iPod family history 
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W ’hen the iPod was announced, few people outside the walls of 
Apple saw a product that would dominate the portable music 
player market. Yet rivals have come and gone, and the ones that 
remain appear content to fight over the small slice of the market 
Apple doesn’t own. 

There is one single, overarching reason that the iPod has enjoyed 
the success that it has: Apple had a plan, followed through on it, and 
didn’t deviate from it over time. It made a simple product that to this 
day performs the same task that it did on the day it was announced. 
It might do other things today, but those functions are secondary. 
The iPod is and was all about the music. 

But digging a bit deeper, here are five interlinked factors that helped 
create the iPod phenomenon, one for each year of the player’s existence. 

1 Total integration. Before Apple unleashed the iPod, no company 
really did a good job of integrating the player, the computer, and the 
software that connected the two. Companies such as Rio and Creative 
would ship someone else’s music software in the box with their player, 
or sometimes they would include their own home-grown software. 
Whatever you got played music on your Mac or pc just fine — getting 
that music from the computer to the audio player was no slam dunk. 

Transferring music to a portable player in those pre-iPod days 
wasn’t a horrible process. But it took the iPod’s arrival to let us know 
just how bad things were. With the iPod, you could stick a cd into 
your Mac and, io minutes later, it’d be on the device in your pocket 
— that was integration on a whole new level. ► 
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iPod 

5GB $895 184g 

This debut iPod featured a stainless- 
steel back and Lucite front. It 
connected to Macs via FireWire and 
was controlled by a scroll wheel with 
clickable buttons. A iogb model 
was introduced shortly before the 
2 nd-gen update. 


2nd-gen iPod 
10GB $645 184g 
20GB $845 204g 
Out with the scroll wheel, in 
with a touch-sensitive wheel that 
featured no moving parts. Also, 
the FireWire port on this iPod got 
a protective door. 


3rd-gen iPod 

10GB $595 159g 
15GB $799 1 59g 
30GB $999 1 76g 
A slimmer iPod added a solid-state 
navigation wheel with four buttons 
on top. The FireWire port was 
replaced by a special thin connector. 
This range was update to 15 , 20 and 
40GB a few months after launch. 
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jbl spyro'& jbl spot" 

are both powerful, compact 2 . 1 -channel 
multimedia sound systems. 

jBL Spyro consists of a pair of delicately 
beautiful satellites and an innocent¬ 
looking subwoofer. This awesome sound 
system is available in white, black, fuchsia 
and retro blue. 

JBL Spot comes with interchangeable 
black and white outer covers. But an eye¬ 
opening array of optional covers (JBL 
wrappers) in other colours and patterns is 
available . The choice is yours - and you 
can always change your mind later. 


Comes with remote control 


jbl on stage 'll 

The new JBL On Stage II turns your iPod into a rich 
sound system that includes a sync point to your 
PC or Mac. It’s also a charger for your iPod, even 
when your computer’s switched off. JBL On Stage II 
puts your iPod on stage, and puts you in control. 

* The trademark On Stage is used with permission of OSA International, Inc. 


jbl radial" 

JBL Radial delivers clean, powerful high- and mid-frequency 
sound and plenty of deep, distortion-free bass from a compact 
device with almost unlimited versatility. As a music system, JBL Ra¬ 
dial stands alone. As a computer peripheral, it replaces your exter¬ 
nal speakers and subwoofer. And as a multimedia entertainment 
center, it even sends your iPod photos and video to a TV monitor. 
But however and wherever you use it, it’s the sound that sets JBL 
Radial apart. 


Just connect your iPod, MP 3 player or other music 
source to JBL On Time and experience clean, 
powerful and dynamic sound. JBL On Time includes 
a radio, clock and dual alarm, and is the world’s 
first time machine to include a menu-driven, 
intuitive user interface. 


jbl multimedia 


<D TO 

to U 


CoNeXuS 


Australian Distributor 
www.conexus.com.au | 02 9975 2799 


Call us for the name of your nearest reseller! 


The only thing that cannot be changed 
about JBL Spot and JBL Spyro is the 
fantastic sound. 
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And being able to automatically sync your music library by just 
hooking up the iPod? That was radical. 

That integration was dependent upon FireWire, the conduit that 
moved the music from your Mac to your iPod. Using FireWire was 
a no-brainer for Apple, since every Mac shipped with one, but it 
still was a groundbreaking decision. In 2001, nearly every music 
player on the market used usb 1.1 to transfer your songs from 
your computer to your player. Talk about frustration. Moving an 
album, let alone four or five, was an exercise akin to watching 
glaciers move. You transferred music to your player before you 
went to bed at night, so your music would be ready to go with you 
on the morning commute. The iPod’s FireWire interface made that 
process obsolete. 

But Apple didn’t get all hung up on FireWire — something the 
company definitely would have done a decade earlier. When the 
majority of shipping Macs and pcs featured speedy usb 2.0 ports 
as standard equipment, Apple brought the iPod right along with 
the trend. FireWire still had a place, but Apple smartly chose to 
use the technology with a wider adoption. 

A Senior Editor at Macworld, Dan Frakes, says it perfectly: “No 
other player made it so easy to get music (via CDs, online services, 
or, let’s face it, file sharing), and then get that music organised 
and onto your player. Even today, five years later, the iTunes-iPod 
integration remains the gold standard; everything else is still a 
distant second.” 


2 The interface. Apple designed a product that was drop-dead simple 
to use, even if it sounds decidedly deficient when you lay it out 

on paper. A click wheel, five buttons, and a sparse hierarchical 
menu system to navigate your music library? Nonsense! Where are 
the volume buttons? What about the backlight? How do I create 
presets? And what about a power button? It’s nuts — I need buttons! 

And yet, at the announcement, my most vivid memory is of that 
first minute with a fully loaded iPod. The elegance and simplicity of 
the device was stunning. It was so easy to get to a singer, a song, an 
album, a playlist. The way the volume control worked was brilliant, 
as was the way you turned it on and off. Nothing got in the way of 
the music, because it was all about the music. 

Apple thought about the way that most of us listen to music and 
squeezed it down to its essence. The company also used admirable 
restraint to keep from loading up the iPod with features. I might 
wish that my iPod let me do more things with my music — delete 
songs and playlists, reorder playlists, get to different menus quicker, 
and so forth. But the iPod does the “play music” thing so well that I 
still can’t imagine using anything else. 

3 Windows support. While it’s easy for Mac users to discount 
Windows, for the iPod to succeed it was crucial that Apple make the 
device available for pcs (even if Steve Jobs was oh-so-coy about that 
possibility during the launch five years ago). Not only did it have to 
run on a pc, that iPod/iTunes combination had to be as easy to use 
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mini 2G 


U2 special edition 



iPod mini 

4GB $399 102g 
Apple described this colourful 
miniature iPod as the size of a 
business card. Buttons were placed 
right on the wheel, introducing the 
Click Wheel interface to the iPod line. 






4 th-gen monochrome iPod ► 
20GB $499 159g 
40GB $649 176g 
The fourth-generation of iPods 
adopted the mini’s Click Wheel 
controls and lowered the price of 
the most expensive iPod to less 
than $ 650 . 



▲ iPod photo 
40GB $799 1 81 g 
60GB $949 181 g 
The first iPod to integrate a colour 
screen, the iPod photo displayed 
album art as well as colour 
photographs on a 2 -inch, 65 , 536 - 
colour display. 


■ ◄ iPod U 2 special edition 

20GB $569 1 59g 
There has been a minor partnership 
here and there, but the U2 iPod 
offered up the distinct black and 
red face plate and the U 2 band 
signatures engraved on back. 
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as it was on the Mac. The fact that Apple did it so quickly (iPods for 
Windows arrived less than a year after the iPod’s debut) showed 
that Apple was committed to the iPod as a platform. That’s what 
really opened the iPod up beyond its initial market of Mac users. If 
you look at the curve of iPod sales, the first big spike happened after 
Apple made the iPod Windows-compatible. 

4 The iTunes Store. Making the iPod Windows-compatible set the stage 
for the thing that really kicked the iPod into the stratosphere: the 
iTunes Music Store. Like the integration of the iPod with the computer, 
the integration of that ecosystem with an easy place to fill the gaping 
maw of 30 gb of available storage was nothing short of genius — as the 
14 pages of my Music Store purchase history tells me again and again. 

I was a music fiend in the ’70s and early ’80s. I had a ton of 
records at one point, but after the industry switch to cds, my buying 
habits changed. I didn’t spend as much on music for a number of 
reasons. But the cost of cds was a big part of it, as was the reality 
that I would be replacing many of my old vinyl recordings with fancy 
(but not always better) digital sound. 

Apple knew what many of us had been like: rummaging through 
record bins, looking for music that didn’t cost a lot and listening to 
the new stuff on the record store’s turntable. With the iTunes store, 
Apple brought that record store into my living room, and took my 
credit card with it. The capability to browse the store, bouncing 
from song to song, artist to artist, and being able to buy one song 


or a whole album, quickly, easily and cheaply, was an analogue to 
those old days — if not a vast improvement over them. 

5 FairPlay. Including Apple’s Digital Rights Management technology 
as a reason for the iPod’s success is sure to be a controversial factor, 
but it can’t be discounted. If Apple was going to sell music from 
the major record labels, the company had to provide a mechanism 
to prevent buyers from sharing music purchases. There was no 
way a major label was going to let unprotected MP3 files out of 
its vault and onto the Internet without some sort of digital rights 
management system. FairPlay was Apple’s answer. 

For drm, FairPlay is fairly innocuous, and it’s generous as well, 
with its five-computer limit. And, if you’re determined to be a music 
pirate, burn a cd and pass your music along. You can’t do that with 
any other system without jumping through some major hoops. 

Do you remember Sony’s little rootkit exploit? Tell me again that 
FairPlay is evil. 

You can paint FairPlay out to be draconian, but the Store’s sales 
don’t lie — by and large, people are willing to put up with it. 

Do I like it? Not at all, but the protection really only offends my 
sensibilities when I run into the fact that I can’t play those damn 
.m4p files on my SqueezeBox. And, if you want unprotected MP3S, 
there’s always eMusic, to which my credit card can attest is a nice 
complement to the iTunes Store. And those files play on the iPod. 
See? In the end, it’s still all about the music. ■ 


2006 



AUG SEP 


OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV 


5G_ 



nano 2G 


shuffle 2G 


◄ iPod Shuffle 


◄ iPod nano 

2 nd-gen iPod nano 

m3S3 

512MB $149 22g 

liSE 

2CB $299 46g 

2GB $219 40g 


1GB $229 22g 


4GB $359 46g 

4GB $299 40g 


The first flash-based music player 


Replacing the popular iPod mini, this 

8GB $380 40g 


from Apple featured clickable 


flash-based player featured a colour 

Apple refreshed its flash-based 

C f -] 

controls, no screen, and simple 


screen, black and white cases, and a 

nano line, creating three different 


‘Shuffle’ or ‘Play’ operating modes. 

_.... 

familiar Click Wheel. 

capacities in a scratch-resistant * 





aluminium shell, available in a host 





a 2 nd-gen iPod mini 

4GB $329 102g 
6GB $359 102g 

The most significant change to the 
iPod mini line added a 6gb model. 
The colour of the Click Wheel’s 
buttons also matched the mini. 


◄ 5 th-gen iPod 
30GB $380 1 36g 
60GB $499 1 56g 
Available in black and white models, 
this iPod plays video on a 2.5- 
inch, 320 x 240, 260,000 colour 
tft display and features realtime 
decoding of mpeg-4 and H.264 
video at 30 frames per second. 
Updated in October 06 with video 
resolution increased to 640 x 480, 
new searchability more battery life, 
new games. The 6ogb jumped up 
to 8ogb. 


of iPod mini-esque colours. 



2 nd-gen iPod shuffle 

1GB 119 16g 
The silver shuffle comes in only one 
capacity — l gb — and adds a built- 
in clip to easily attach the music 
player to a person’s clothing. 

















WWW Techtools .com.au 


1300 761 466 


USB TURNTABLE ITTUSB 


Ideal For Archiving Your Records to MP3 to Play on Any Digital Media Player 




vinyls into MP3s 

Converts cassettes too 


>!<ian 

INCLUDED ACCESSORIES 

- Slipmat 

- USB Cable 

- 45 Adapter 

- Audacity Recording Software 


- Quick Start Guide 


$349lncGST 

includes MP3 Polarised Sunglasses while Stock last 


ION has created a revolutionary USB turntable allowing you to convert your old vinyl collection 
directly to CD or MP3 with included recording software. (NO SPECIAL DRIVERS NEEDED) This 
turntable also has a line level output for connecting to any home stereo with an AUX input. 


FEATURES - 

• Plug & Play USB - no drivers needed! 

- 33 1/3 and 45 RPM 

- Supports the recording of 78 RPM records through the included software 

- Adjustable Anti-Skating control for increased stereo balancing 


PC REQUIREMENTS 

- PC running Windows 98SE, 2000, ME, XP 

- Mac running OS9 or higher 

- One available USB1.1 port or higher 


Line-level RCA outputs (with built-in pre-amp) 
PC and Mac and Intel Mac ompatible 


SPECIFICATIONS 

- Drive: Belt 

- Motor: DC 


- 







Customer comments for USB Turntable Vinyl to MP3 
The best piece of kit you could ever buy. Sets up in minutes and 
before you know it, that rare LP is converted into a CD. Brilliant.' 

Paul E, Bath 


Wow and Flutter: Less than 0.20% (WRMS) 
Signal to Noise: More than 50dB (DIN-B) 
Platter: 295mm Diameter 



FREE* Xmas Bonus value $199 Inc GST 

*with every purchase ofiTTUSB Turntable while stocks last 


BATTERY 

-Continuous 8 Hour Playing Time 
-2 Hour Recharging Time 
- Battery consumption Auto Saving 

FEATURES 

-Compatible format MP3,WMA, ADPCM 
-3D Surround Sound 
-Intergrated Microphone supporting ADPCM recording 
-Voice output power:5mW+5W 
-Voice output frequency: 20Hz - 20KHz 


Eye Wear 

-Polarised Lenses 


-Shock proof and Anti-Static 
-Filters 100% of all UVA, UVB, UVC 
-Tested to meet Australian Standards 
MEMORY STORAGE 

-Standard USB 2.0 
- Integrated USB Drive for data and MP3 song files 
-60 Song Capacity 
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www.belkin.com/anz 


BELKIN 


TuneTalk Stereo 

Featuring two high-quality omni-directional microphones, 
the new TuneTalk Stereo lets you record memos, lectures, 
interviews, or conversations in full stereo. 

For iPod video, 2nd Generation nano 

RRP $99.95 



Sport Command 

Wirelessly control your music while your iPod stays protected 
Strap the fabric remote to your arm, store your iPod in your 
backpack or jacket, and then listen to all your jams while you 
snowboard or bike. 

For iPods w/Dock Connector 
RRP $129.95 



TuneBase FM 

By seamlessly integrating an fm transmitter with the 
versatility of a car power adapter, TuneBase fm iPod offers the 
outstanding convenience of an all-in-one solution on the road. 
For all iPods 

RRP $ 139.95 



TuneSync 

Designed to work seamlessly with your usb devices, the 
Belkin TuneSync lets you charge, sync and listen to your iPod 
plus connect up to five usb devices to your computer! 

For all iPods 

RRP $ 79-95 



i 

TuneFM 

Wirelessly connect your iPod to your car, home, or portable 
stereo. Just plug the TuneFM into the dock connector on your 
iPod. Tune your stereo to any clear fm frequency, and enjoy 
your music! 

For iPod Video, 4c, Photo 
rrp $79.95 




TuneCast 


Wirelessly transmit audio from your iPod to your car stereo, 
quickly and easily. Just plug the TuneCast Auto into the dock 
connector on your iPod and your car’s cigarette-lighter outlet, 
and you’re ready to go! 

For iPods w/ Dock Connector 
RRP $89.95 


TEL l800' 235 546 
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fashionable protection cases 




Program Shortcut Keyboard Skin 

• Made of non-toxic top grade durable 
silicone rubber 

• Contoured design and mould fit over and 
stay in place with each key 

• Provides full coverage protection and 
maintains a comfortable typing experience, 
non-slip feel and quiet keystrokes; 

• Keeps dirt, lint, food and other particles 
from getting into keyboard 

• Helps to reduce the spread of germs and 
virus by regularly wash 

• Logo and program shortcut key printing are 
available 

• Designed to fit the Apple Keyboard / Apple 
wireless Keyboard 

Order online at www.zCover.com get 
FREE Shipping 







g;. — . 



Sr 






• zCover cases are crafted from durable, washable and high quality silicone rubber 

• The colors of zCover cases neither fade nor peel off, as they are blended prior to 
molding. 

• zCover protects your cherished gadget from dust, dirt and liquids. 

• It also helps to prevent scratching and reduce physical damage without 
obstructing the beauty of the gadget. 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 



• A Leading Producer of Silicone Protectors 

• Trend-setting Fashionable Cases 

• Excellent Protection & Fit 

• Extraordinary Durability 

• Functionality with Elegance 

• Technology with Inspiration 

Order online at www.zCover.com get 
FREE Shipping 


tel 02 9798 3288 ► fax 02 9798 3668 ► email sales@macsense.com.au 
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www.zcover.com 


ZCOHB 

fashionable protection cases 



TypeOn Keyboard Protector for 

Apple PowerBook G 3 / Clamshell G 3 / G 4 / G 4 Ti, 

Apple MacBook Pro, MacBook & Apple new iBook 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 


TypeOn Keyboard Protector for 

the Apple Wireless Keyboard 8c Apple Keyboard 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 



zCover gloveOne BB870 for Blackberry 8700 

• Package includes: Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft 
Rubber Ring Pad 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 



zCover gloveOne PT700 for Treo 700 

• Package includes: Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft 
Rubber Ring Pad 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 



zCover gloveOne 7920 for Cisco Wireless IP Phone 7920 

• Package includes: Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft 
Rubber Ring Pad 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 


zCover Universal Armband 

• Compatible with zCover and zCover designed cases 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 


tel 02 9798 3288 ► fax 02 9798 3668 ► email sales@macsense.com.au 
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www.zcover.com 


fashionable protection cases 




• iSA micro 2 for the new iPod nano on Sept 16 , 2006 , 4 days 
after the new iPod nano released by Apple on Sept 12 , 2006 
Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 



zCover iSA micro 2 Tough for iPod nano 2 nd Gen 

• 100 % surface coverage, integrated sensitive Click 
Wheel protector 

• Package includes: Hard Screen Protector with Soft Rubber 
Ring Pad 

• Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft Rubber Ring Pad 
Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 




NEW 


zCover iSA 5G the Taste of Original 

• with Ultra thin Click Wheel Protector for iPod with video 

• Package includes: Hard Screen Protector with Soft Rubber 
Ring Pad 

• Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft RuL R g Pad 
Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 


zCover iSA Shuffle 2 for iPod new Shuffle 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 





zCover iSA 5G TOUGH for iPod with video 



• with Ultra thin Click Wheel Protector 

• Package includes: Removable Lanyard 

Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 


• with Ultra thin Click Wheel Protector 

• Package includes: Hard Screen Protector with Soft Rubber 
Ring Pad 

• Fully Removable Rotary Belt Clip with Soft Rubber Ring Pad 
Order online at www.zCover.com get FREE Shipping 



Nomination 


tel 02 9798 3288 ► fax 02 9798 3668 ► email sales@ macsense.com.au 
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www.frequency.com.au 


FREQUENCY 



Better sound through research. 



Bose Companion® 5 
Multimedia Speaker System 

The Companion® 5 Multimedia Speaker 
System is engineered to deliver the excitement 
of surround sound content right at your 
computer — without the clutter of five 
speakers. Just two small speakers and a 
hideaway Acoustimass® module deliver much 
of the audio performance you’d expect from 
a five-speaker surround sound system. And 
a single usb connection is all it takes — no 
special software, hardware or sound card 
upgrade is necessary.* 

Now you can enjoy an enveloping sound 
experience without enveloping yourself in 
hardware. And the experience is developed 
especially for computer listening, so you’re 
right in the middle of your music, game or 
special effects. 

* For optimum performance, Windows xp or later / 
os x 10 . 4.6 or later is recommended 
$569 RRP $599 



Bose Companion® 3 Series II 
Multimedia Speaker System 

The Companion® 3 Series II Multimedia Speaker System delivers top-of-the-line 
stereo performance from all your computer entertainment. Enjoy striking clarity 
and depth from m P3, cd and streaming music sources — plus podcasts, dvds 
and games. 

Companion 3 features two stereo speakers with matching stands for superb 
performance and added desktop space. The small speakers deliver crisp highs 
for lifelike vocals and instruments. The compact Acoustimass® module handles 
lower notes and effects with resounding depth and fullness — and hides easily 
under your desk. 

$379 RRP $399 


Bose TriPort Headphones 

Stylish TriPort® headphones answer the 
call for smooth, high-performance sound 
in a very lightweight package. Hear the full 
spectrum of your music whether you’re 
plugged into a computer or on the go 
with a portable media device — plus their 
ergonomic design keeps them remarkably 
comfortable and lightweight. 

$159 rrp $179 


tel 02 9360 0177 ►address 137 Bayswater Road, Rushcutters Bay, Sydney nsw 2011 
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CEAR4 HouseParty 24/7 

The HouseParty 24/7 is a high quality 2.1 stereo speaker 
system for the iPod with alarm clock and am/fm radio and 
remote control with direct access to your iPod’s menus. 

Fill any room with this crystal clear, bass-rich sounds from its 
ActiveBass 2.1 sub-woofer technology and powerful thin two- 
inch speakers. Ambient lcd display and alarm clock/snooze 
means you can party through the night and still wake up to 
your favourite tunes 24/7 style living! 

Features: 

• 6w per channel from 2 x speakers and 12W subwoofer 

• ActiveBass 2.1 technology 

• am/fm radio with memory for five pre-set stations 

• Alarm clock with two alarms and snooze functions 

• Charge-and-listen 

• Remote control 16 functions 

• Fastrack technology 
RRP $249.95 



CEAR4 StreetParty N2 

Portable stereo speaker system for 2nd Generation iPod nano. 
Enjoy high-quality pumping sounds from your iPod nano 
on the beach, in the park or on the go with the StreetParty 
portable stereo speaker system from GEAR 4 . Stylish and 
street-smart, the StreetParty delivers awesome room-filling 
tunes at an affordable price. 

Features: 

• Covered grill speaker system 

• 2 x 3W speaker output 

• Powered by 4 x aaa batteries 

• Audio taken from the iPod’s headphone port 

rrp $74.95 



GEAR4 SonicBoom 

The GEAR 4 SonicBoom is an innovative high-performance 
speaker system designed specifically for Sony’s psp. Compact 
2.1 stereo speakers delivering truly awesome sound from your 
psp or other MP3 players. 

Plug your psp into the SonicBoom’s high-definition room¬ 
filling outpu or dock your psp or Mp3 player and soak up our 
sub-woofer ActiveBass™ technology. 

Alternatively, enjoy your psp in full gaming mode via the 
FreeStyle cable connectors. 

Features: 

• 2.4W p/c from 2 x speakers and 9.6W from 1 x sub-woofer 

• Docking station and ‘FreeStyle’ cable connectors 

• Charge-and-listen 

• Multi-system compatibility 

RRP $169.95 


tel 02 9965 7247 ► fax 02 9475 4117 ► email jamie@disruptivegroup.com 
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CEAR4 BluEye 

A seamless Bluetooth mobile connection with fm radio and 
remote control for iPod - complete with fm radio. 

Enjoy your tunes, make and take calls, or listen to the 
radio all via this incredible Bluetooth 2.0 remote control 
headphone system that pauses your tunes, alerts you to an 
incoming call with caller id display on your iPod screen, 
picks up your voice via its inbuilt microphone and you hear 
the caller’s voice through your headphones. 

Features: 

• Make and receive calls on your iPod 

• Plug n’ Play with most Bluetooth enabled mobile phones 

• Caller number id, auto-pause and resume music 

• Last 9 numbers redial from your iPod 

• Voice dial when paired with supported Bluetooth phones 

• 15 Presets and auto scan fm Radio 
RRP $249.95 


GEAR4 PowerTrip FM 

Bluetooth handsfree mobile connection with FM radio and 
remote control for your iPod 

The Power Trip fm transmits your tunes from your iPod to 
your car stereo via fm frequency. The transmitter plugs into 
the cars cigarette lighter, powering up its adjustable lcd 
screen and also charging up your iPod while you transmit 
your tunes. 

Features: 

• Transmit from iPod to your car radio via FM frequency 

• 180 degree adjustable face with lcd display 

• 8 preset radio stations in memory and stores last used station 

• Up/down frequency selection buttons 

• Charges iPod whilst transmitting 

• Complete with all portable music devices with headphone port 
rrp $79.95 


GEAR4 CruiseControl 

RF Remote Control for iPod 

At home or on the go, the CruiseControl is a remote for any 
situation. Control your iPod from any room in your house 
with its 50 metre range that works through walls. Then, 
when you’re out cruising, use the dinky strap to attach the 
remote to your steering wheel or bicycle handlebars, or hang 
it around your neck with the lanyard. Your iPod stays safe in 
your bag while you enjoy your tunes! 

Features: 

• TRF remote control with 7 functions, including shuffle and 
repeat buttons 

• Small, lightweight and very portable - Powered by the iPod, 
no need for batteries 

• Includes remote, receiver, batteries, strap, lanyard and case 

RRP $69.95 


tel 02 9965 7247 ► fax 02 9475 4117 ► em a i l jamie@disruptivegroup.eom 
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CEAR4 World Tour V 2 

110V-240V ac Charger with international plugs for all iPods 

Going away? Don’t get caught with messy adaptors and loads 
of cables, just pack your World Tour V2 and charge your iPod 
or usB-chargeable device anywhere in the uk, Europe, us or 
Australia. Plugs are lightweight and can be easily swapped. 
RRP $ 49*95 


GEAR4 ProControl V2 

A docking station that syncs, charges, docks and links any 
iPod to your tv or Home Stereo, letting you free your tunes 
throughout the house! With 14-function IR remote control, the 
ProControl is home sweet home for your iPod. Features: Play 
music, pictures, and videos; fits all dockable iPods; charge, 
sync and dock your iPod via usb; ac adaptor, av cable, and 
scart adaptor included. RRP $129.95 


GEAR4 PocketParty II 

Micro Speaker System for all iPods with a dock connector 

Free your tunes! Operation is ultra-simple, just plug into your 
iPod, switch on and get rocking! With Micro Speaker System 
for all dockable iPods; stereo speakers; up to 10 hours from a 
single aa battery (supplied); no cables and weighs only 52g. 
RRP $ 49.95 


GEAR4 Leatherjacket 

Hand made premium-grade leather case to dress your iPod 
up in style and keep it protected from life’s little knocks and 
scrapes. Features: Super soft velvet lining with velcro bag 
strap; full access to click wheel, screen and ports; strong, 
magnetic clip closure; stretchy sides for snug fit; available in 
candy pink, black and white RRP $ 34*95 
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CEAR4 PowerTrip V2 

Car Charger for iPod and other usb devices 

Charge any recent iPod from your cars 12V cigarette lighter. 
Interchangeable dock-it™ connector charges any dockable 
iPod (except 3G) and any other usB-chargeable device. 
Features: Battery status indicator; fused for extra protection; 
coiled cable for clutter free use. 

RRP $ 34.95 


GEAR4 PocketPower 

Reserve power pack and aaa battery recharger for iPod 

usB-chargeable iPod battery back-up fits neatly into your 
pocket. PocketPower provides up to 8 additional hours 
playback. Features: 2 in l reserve power pack will charge 
any usB-chargeable device; ideal for use with SyncBuddy 
usb retractable cable; led Torch built into casing; 4 x aaa 
rechargeable batteries included; male to male usb cable 
included, rrp $49.95 


tel 02 9965 7247 ► fax 02 9475 4117 ► e m a i l jamie@disruptivegroup.eom 
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techlynx 


D 

nx 




eWave - FM Transmitter 

The perfect match for the new iPod nano 2G, the eWave 
transmits your tunes to any f m stereo. The eWave is one of the 
strongest and clearest fm transmitters available in the world. 
Australian Designed. Silver/Black/White 
RRP $79.00 


ePower - Wall Power Adaptor 

This Universal iPod Power Adaptor is beautifully designed, 
featuring the latest in charging technology. Includes worldwide 
plug set and soft pouch. Australian Designed Adaptors. 
White/Black 
rrp $49 



eSkin - Protection & Carry Kit 

The complete kit for any iPod nano 2G user. Includes silicon 
skin, armband, screen cover, lanyard & cloth. Australian 
Designed. Pink/Blue/Creen/Black/Clear 
rrp $19 



eWave MP3 - Universal FM Transmitter 

Totally universal design, the eWave transmits your tunes 
from any Mp3 player to any fm stereo. Australian Designed. 
Includes car adaptor. 
rrp $69 


eWrap - Deluxe Wrap Case 

Ultimate quality and style, featuring a slimline belt clip. A 
classy addition to the iPod nano 2G. Australian Designed. 
Pink/Blue/Green/Black/White 
RRP $39 



ePlugs - Noise Isolation Earphones 

Incredible sound, powerful deep bass response, wide dynamic 
range of sound. Includes spare buds and carry pouch. 
Australian Designed. White/Black 
NOW $34.90 


tel (02) 6023 1288 ► email info@techlynx.com.au 
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fosh australia 

www.fosh.com.au 


www.fosh.com.au 



Griffin iKaraoke 

Bring the fun of karaoke into your home! 
iKaraoke sends the music from your iPod to your stereo 
minus the lead vocals, so you can step up to the mic and sing 
the lead in your favorite tunes. 

iKaraoke makes it easy to pause the music, scan forward or 
backward, or temporarily add the vocals back in to help you 
find your place. It even includes reverb effects to enhance your 
performance. 

iKaraoke hooks up to your stereo via line-in cable, or 
wirelessly through your fm receiver. 

RRP $89 


(griffin) 



Griffin TuneCenter 

Attach TuneCenter to your television and stereo for viewing 
photos, watching video, listening to your iPod music library or 
internet radio. 

With the included 14 button remote, TuneCenter turns your 
iPod into a complete Home Media Center. Just dock the iPod 
into TuneCenter, and let the entertainment begin. 
rrp $245 


(griffin) 



Griffin SmartShare 

This indispensable accessory lets you share your music and 
videos with a friend — anywhere you’re in the mood to share. 
Plug SmartShare into the mini-jack of any iPod, MP3, cd, 
portable dvd player or laptop computer and invite a friend 
to a party of two. Griffin has integrated a slim volume control 
slider into each of SmartShare’s output jacks. Share your 
music, not your volume preferences. Great design, small 
enough to carry anywhere — a must-have addition to any 
accessory bag. RRP $29.95 


(griffin) 



(griffin) 
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Griffin iTalk Pro 

Whether you’re taking lecture notes, conducting an interview, 
or just want to bring the sounds of the great outdoors 
indoors, your only limitations are your iPod’s capacity, and 
your own imagination. 

iTalk’s twin built-in mics record directly to your iPod, and 
adjustable gain settings give you control over the volume. You 
can even use external microphones with iTalk Pro. Just plug 
your mic into the 3.5mm jack on the bottom of iTalk Pro. 

RRP $89 


Griffin iTalk Pro 

Whether you’re taking lecture notes, conducting an interview, 
or just want to bring the sounds of the great outdoors 
indoors, your only limitations are your iPod’s capacity, and 
your own imagination. 

iTalk’s twin built-in mics record directly to your iPod, and 
adjustable gain settings give you control over the volume. You 
can even use external microphones with iTalk Pro. Just plug 
your mic into the 3.5mm jack on the bottom of iTalk Pro. 
rrp $89 


tel 03 9532 9322 ► fax 03 9532 8666 ► EMAiLsales@fosh.com.au 
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www.tryandbyte.com.au 



Digital FM Transmitter/Auto Charger (Black) 

All-in-one digital fm transmitter and charger plays iPod tunes 
through the car’s fm radio; simultaneously charges iPod 
using the car’s power source; simple up/down button speeds 
frequency selection and three programmable buttons lock 
in station pre-sets; superior audio with ClearFM technology; 
safety fuse protects iPod from power spikes; for iPod or iPod 
mini with dock connector, also works with new iPod® nano 
and video, rrp $ 99-95 



Kensington SX 3000R Speakers with FM Radio 

Easy-to-use remote controls music from across the room; 
tune in to your favorite fm radio stations; built-in charger 
recharges iPod either on or off; fall asleep or wake up to your 
favorite music using your iPod’s built-in alarm clock and sleep 
timer; the nxt SurfaceSound® speaker technology provides 
rich, balanced, natural sound; built-in Apple Universal dock 
fits all 30-pin dock iPod including iPod nano and iPod with 
video; for iPod or iPod mini with dock connector, also works 
with new iPod® nano and video. RRP $249.95 


& Kensington" 


Entertainment Dock 500 for iPod 

Share your favorite music, videos and photos through your 
home entertainment system; wireless rf remote controls 
your iPod from up to 50 feet away! The sleek looking dock 
offers simultaneous play and charge benefits; includes 
built-in Universal Dock for iPod; for iPod or iPod mini with 
dock connector, also works with new iPod® nano and video; 
audio/Video Out; S-Video Out; Audio/Video Cable; Wireless 
Radio Frequency Remote; ac Power Adapter. RRP $159.95 


RDS FM Transmitter/Car Charger 

Shows song and artist names on car stereo screen using 
rds; lock in your favorite fm stations with three easy-to-use 
pre-sets; charges your iPod while it’s playing; on/off switch 
prevents car battery drain; enables use of the iPod lcd to 
display station information; unique design to fit most hard-to- 
reach car power outlets; black body and stainless steel accents 
to complement car interior; ClearFM technology reduces noise 
and enhances stereo separation providing superior wireless 
audio quality and fm reception. RRP $129.95 





Universal FM Transmitter for MP3 Players 

Plays portable m P3 player tunes through any available fm 
radio frequency; 3 pre-set buttons store your best stations; 
powered by your car power outlet so no batteries needed! 
ClearFM technology provides superior wireless audio quality 
and fm reception; compatible with all MP3 players, including 
all models of iPod®; Made for all portable Mp3 players with a 
3.5mm headphone jack output. MP3 player not included 
RRP $79.95 


FX 300 Speaker To Co 

Lightweight speaker that delivers great sound to go — picnics, 
tailgate parties, beach, poolside-anywhere you go; durable 
case keeps any MP3 player protected from everyday wear and 
tear; exterior volume control with on/off switch; smart storage 
space for ear buds, keys, etc; 2 aaa batteries (included) 
provide up to 10 hours of play; for iPod or iPod mini with 
dock connector, also works with new iPod® nano, video and 
shuffle. RRP $59.95 


tel 02 9906 5227 ► fax 02 9906 5605 ► email trynbyte@alpha.net.au 
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Xtreme Mac MicroMemo 

Hi-Fi Digital audio recorder for iPod with video. Plugs into your 
dock connector to capture audio directly to your iPod. A flexible, 
detachable mic captures audio - or you can use any other input 
device with a 3.5mm-plug. Playback is instant through the built- 
in speaker or your earphones. With one-touch recording using 
iPod’s high-fidelity audio capability and works without batteries 
or cables, rrp $99 



Griffin iKaraoke 

Sends music from your iPod to your stereo minus the lead 
vocals, so you can step up to the mic and sing the lead in your 
favorite tunes. Pause the music, scan forward or backward, or 
temporarily add the vocals back in to help you find your place. 
Includes reverb effects, iKaraoke hooks up to your stereo via line- 
in cable, or wirelessly through your fm receiver. RRP $89.95 



DLO TransDock Micro 

Enjoy your iPod’s music in your car while you keep your 
iPod fully charged with the dlo TransDock micro. The most 
flexible, cost-effective car solution for the iPod you can buy. It 
comes with a removable usb charge and sync cable that can 
be used at home or on the road. RRP $129.95 



Logic 3 iStation8 

A feature packed speaker system for iPod that enables you to 
listen, sync and recharge your iPod. Fitted with an Information 
Panel, a Backlit Liquid Crystal Display to show track 
information and display information when the Multi Function 
ir Remote Control is used. Powered either using ac adaptor 
(supplied) or aa batteries. RRP $249 


DLO Home Dock Deluxe 

The HomeDock Deluxe is the world’s first iPod dock that lets 
you view and select your iPod’s music on your tv screen. 

It’ll change the way you experience your iPod and your music. 
Plus the HomeDock Deluxe plays iPod videos on your tv or 
projector screen via it’s av connection or S-Video. rrp $299 



Klipsch iGroove HG 

A convenient all-in-one digital music system that delivers 
audiophile-quality sound everywhere you need it. The compact 
and stylish iGroove accepts and charges all iPods and a 
variety of other Mp3 players and other audio devices using the 
included dock adaptors. Now available in High Gloss Black 
colour, rrp $399 


Products distributed by Powermove Distribution 
Contact Powermove for your nearest stockist 


tel 03 9464 4999 ► fax 03 9464 7799 ► ema 1 l sales@powermove.com.au 
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Gecko glove 

Available for 2nd generation iPod nano, 30GB, 6ogb or 8ogb 
5G iPod with video. Made from tough durable silicon it 
features the unique Gecko grip for a non slip footing. Colours 
available include clear, black or pink for nano and clear or 
black for 5G iPod. 

RRP $19.95 each 



Gecko iPod guards 

Premium protection film for iPod nano and iPod with video. 
New premium coated scratch resistant film. Can be used in 
conjunction with any iPod case or as stand alone protection. 
RRP $9.95 nano $14.95 5 G 



Gecko trance headphones 

In-ear headphones for iPod or any Mp3 player. Deep bass 
and crisp treble bring out the best in your tunes! Includes 
two different sets of ear foam pads. A great spare set or 
replacement set of headphones! RRP $29.95 


Gecko nano sports armband 

3 -in-i neoprene constructed sports armband for 2nd generation 
iPod nano. Includes a removable silicon case with the unique 
Gecko grip. Attach it to the armband and take your tunes for a 
workout. Armband includes a small key/money pocket. Certainly 
the most versatile sports armband on the market. RRP $29.95 



Gecko Hi-Fi-Traveller 

The ultimate portable companion for your Apple Hi-Fi speaker 
system. Made from tough, durable ballastic nylon, it has 
pockets for all your Hi-Fi requirements. Store your iPod, your 
remote, cables or even a set of batteries. With its unique 
design you simply plug in the power, unzip the front and play 
your tunes straight out of the bag! RRP $99.95 



Gecko iPod duo-charge 

Charge up to two iPods at the same time! Gecko’s pin system 
delivers power for USA, Australia and New Zealand from a 
single twist of the pins. Pins fold away for easy storage and 
carrying. Bonus usb - iPod 30 pin connection cable included. 
Suits all iPods including iPod shuffle ist generation. (Does not 
suit iPod Shuffle 2nd generation), rrp $39.95 


Products distributed by Powermove Distribution 
Contact Powermove for your nearest stockist 


TEL 03 9464 4999 ► FAX 03 9464 7799 ► EMAIL sales@powermove.com.au 




















Keep it Real. 




iSkin for iPod nano(2G) 

Available in three combo packs 

Capturing the true essence of the iPod nano, the iSkin delivers a dual-layer design with stunning 
style in a single comprehensive protective solution. Its premium silicone layer encapsulates the 
iPod nano protecting it against shock and surface damage, while its impact resistant VISOR™ 
(Visually Intact Solid Optical Resin) screen and face protector does the rest. Combined, they 
seamlessly blend to create a barrier against dust, dirt and damage that's truly beyond the 
ordindary. 


'Skin 

iSkin.com 
TRY BYTE 


iSkin® by iSkin Inc.,Toronto Canada. All Rights Reserved. iPod is a registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc. 


Unit 17,2a Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
P: (02) 9906 5227 F: (02) 9906 5605 

www.tryandbyte.com.au 
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By Seamus Byrne 

New iDeas 

Here at Player, too many accessories 
pass our eyes to mention. Here are 
just a few of the notably good , bad , 
and weird 

Hot links 

www.ipodmods.com 
Home of the iVue 
www.b 2 stuf.com/main/pr 0 duct_ 
milites.htm 

www.brand-incubator.com 

i-Stones live here 
www.elektex.com 

Smart fabric interfaces 



iVue. Looking for an iPod case that gives you 
something unique? The iVue may be what 
you are looking for, though it requires a 
little more commitment than most. 

The iVue is a replacement front facing for 
your iPod, a clear, tough, scratch-resistant 
plastic to show off the inner workings of 
the device. It’s hard to tell the device is still 
an iPod after this treatment. Only for those 
comfortable voiding their warranty. 
Available for 5G iPod or iPod nano. 




Smart fabric interfaces. A company named 
ElekTex is leading the way for integration 
of iPod control into clothing. The best of 
their efforts to date has been in the sporty 
Spyder brand ski jacket, but with the arrival 
of integration into business suits, it seems 
fabric controls are really looking set to 
appear everywhere and anywhere. 

Well be taking a closer look at the world of 
wearables in an upcoming issue. 



i-Stones. If zen gardens are your style, a 
Japanese company has created a stone dock 
for your iPod. It acts as the dock connection 
to your computer, as well as offering audio 
and video connections. Customs may have 
a few issues with bringing these in via mail 
order. If you do get one, just be careful not 
to scratch up your iPod when putting in and 
taking out. 


mi Lites. Some people like their iPod case to 
be a little less destructive, mi Lites is a range 
of self-powered cases that feature abstract 
graphic designs that feature flashing light 
patterns. Some say gaudy, others say sexy. 

If nothing else, they are very well suited to 
nano wearing ravers. 


iPod screensaver! 

Here is a clever little hack that will have 
your iPod playing a video ‘screensaver’ 
whenever you leave it switched on 
while charging in its dock. 

1 Make sure your iPod has hard disk 
mode enabled. 

2 Create a folder named ‘Demo Mode’ 
on the iPod. 

3 In iTunes, find the video you want to 
use and rename it ‘Demo’. 

That’s all there is to it. Now, when 
you leave everything alone (don’t play 
anything in iTunes either) for a few 
minutes, the video will play on your 
iPod screen on loop. 

This only works with the 5c iPod. 


Hot pods! 

You won’t find a tv Guide for the 
thousands of podcasts available on the 
Internet. So here are a few shows we 
think are well worth a taste test. You’ll 
find them all with a quick search of the 
iTunes Store. 

Stop Procrastinating Now. 

We can all use a pep talk now and 
then. Here is a podcast that is all 
about getting your mind on the job and 
achieving your goals. Perfect before a 
big day at the office! 

Doctor Who: Podshock. 

Grab this for analysis of recent episodes, 
and the series in general, as well as 
plenty of behind the scenes. Ep. 57 
includes an interview with Jon Pertwee. 
Fans of the venerable series will love it. 


The Ben Lee Podcast. 

It’s an irregular piece of work, but 
well worth a listen to get inside the 
mind of a great singer-songwriter. The 
four episodes available feature Ben 
podcasting from on the road in South 
Africa, the us, and Canada, with some 
of his favourite music and interviews 
with artists, include Matisyahu. 

UC Berkeley. 

Why not send yourself to a few 
university lectures with this huge 
range of class podcasts from us 
Berkeley. Physics, Biology, Psychology, 
Engineering, and even us Foreign 
Policy are covered here. Listen in 
on commute while reading a trashy 
magazine to work on your split 
personality. 
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By Anthony Caruana 

Make your own 
iPod videos 

Convert your videos for iPod fun — 
and stardom. 

Hot links 

handbrake.mok.org 

Handbrake and Instant Handbrake 

www.apple.com/au/quicktime/ 

www.apple.com/au/ilife/imovie/ 

www.youtube.com 

http://djodjodesign.free.fr/rightEN.html 

PodTube 

www.splasm.com/viddyup/ 

ViddyUp 

www.videolan.org/vlc/ 

VLC 


Y r ou can download a lot of videos now 
that are ready to go for your iPod, but 
there is still a lot of content around that 
isn’t. If you just want to watch, you’ll need 
to work out how to convert these things 
yourself. If you want to share your own 
videos with the world, you’ll be a step 
ahead if you have an iPod version ready for 
download. It makes it that much easier for 
people to say ‘yes’ to watching what you 
have to offer. 

So here’s our how to on software to help 
you get your videos ready for iPod. 


Busting some jargon. 

If you’re new to all this video business, 
here is a quick round up of the less 
obvious terms we’ve been flinging 
about. 

Codec, contraction of coder/decoder; 
a piece of software used to encode a 
movie into a specific format and then 
decode it for viewing. 

Multipass, running the encoding 
process multiple times to get a better 
output. This won’t make a larger file 
but will make the encoding process 
take longer. 

MPEG-4, in the context of the iPod, 
mpeg-4 > s referring to mpeg-4 Part 2 » 
or Advanced Simple Profile. This video 
format offers smarter compression 
than earlier formats, like mpeg-i and 
mpeg-2 (which dvd is based on). 
H.264. another video format 
supported by iPod, also specified 
in the mpeg-4 standard, this time 
Part 10 . Also known as Advanced 
Video Coding, or avc. H.264 delivers 
better compression without a big 
drop in image quality, but it is more 
demanding on a system during 
encoding and decoding (playback) 
processes. 

AAC. Advanced Audio Coding is an 
audio format from the m peg-4 family 
of media standards. It boasts higher 
quality audio reproduction than MP 3 , 
uses 30 % less data to do so, and offers 
the capacity to insert additional data 
channels, such as when images are 
used to create an enhanced podcast. 
Resolution, the number of pixels used 
to make up the full frame of a movie. 
The latest iPod with video can only 
playback movies of 640 x 480 , the 
previous model 320 x 240 . 


ViddyUp! 


iPod is very particular about the format 
and sizing a video needs to be, so the vasty 
majority of videos won’t work. That’s where 
ViddyUp! comes in handy. It can take a 
source video in just about any format your 
Mac can play and convert it to an iPod- 
friendly format. The only caveat is that the 
original video must not be copy protected. 

1 Start ViddyUp! and drag the file onto 
the ViddyUp! window. Using the drop¬ 
down list, choose the codec and resolution 
you’d like to use. Remember that a higher 
resolution will result in a larger file. If 
you’re planning to only watch the video 
on an iPod then the lower resolution will 
probably be good enough. The higher 
resolution will be better when using your 
iPod for tv and projector playback. 

2 From there, just choose the Genre for the 
movie and give it a name. Hit the process 
button and the movie will be converted and 
added to your iTunes library. How long this 
process takes depends heavily on the speed 
of your system. 

ViddyUp! is priced at US$9.95 



WCS 2006 Full 

787 x 576 (Non-square pixels). 00:03:14 


Quality: 


Genre: 


ViddyUp! 


iPod. 320x240. MPEC-4 
iPod, 640x480. MPEG-4 
iPod, 320x240, H.264 
iPod. 320x240, H.264, Multipass 
iPod, 640x480, H.264 

Podcast, 320x240, H.264 
Podcast. 320x240, H.264, Multipass 


Custom... 

Original Encoding 
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Which is better: MPEC-4 or AVC? 

There are two main formats available 
for running your video on an iPod, and 
deciding which is best isn’t particularly 
straight forward. In essence, avc is, on 
paper, the better of the two formats. 

But when we factor in how well the 
iPod plays each format back, we find 
m PEG-4 st iH packing some real punch. 

If you want to get the best video 
output, regardless offilesize, speaking 
from raw visual experience (tested via 
output from iPod to a high-definition 
screen), m PEG-4 seems to give the 
clearest picture output. 

Such encoding takes a filesize three 
times that of h .264, which is, in fact, 
limited to a data bitrate about a third of 
the maximum allowed for MPEG-4 (not 
that this is a direct indication of final 
image quality). 

If you are distributing files online, 
you should expect potential viewers 
to be most keen on getting your files 
quickly, so the better compression of 
H.264 should be your choice. 

As a final ‘if’, because H.264' s a 
more processor intensive video format, 
if you want the absolute maximum in 
battery performance when playing back 
lots of video, m PEG-4 would be the 
best choice. 

► Seamus Byrne 


QuickTime Pro 

If you’d prefer to stick with Apple’s own 
tools then QuickTime Pro will let you 
convert any video it can play through its 
Export option. It’s very easy, though many 
find QuickTime to be slower than other 
options while also making larger files. 

1 Open your movie in QuickTime Player. 
Assuming you’ve paid for the upgrade key to 
get to the Pro version choose File ► Export. 

2 Choose Export ► Movie to iPod in the 
“Export” dropdown and click the “Save” 
button. Then it’s just a matter of letting 
your Mac process the file. 


The Pro upgrade for QuickTime costs $44.95 



VLC 


vlc is a great piece of software for anyone 
who watches a lot of video on their Mac, 
as it plays many formats QuickTime won’t. 
Even better, vlc can also perform file 
conversions to the formats you need. 

1 Open your video file with vlc and 
choose File ► Streaming/Export Wizard. 
Take the “Transcode/Save to file” option 
and click Next. 

2 Select your file and then hit Next again to 
get to the Transcode page. 

3 Set the “Transcode Video” option to either 
H.264 of mpeg-4 Video depending on your 
preference. Keep the bitrate between 400 
and 680. 

4 Set the “Transcode Audio” option to mpeg- 

4 audio with a bitrate of 128 and click “Next”. 

5 For the Encapsulation format, choose 
MPEG-4/MP4, hit “Next” and then choose 
a destination and name for the output file. 
Once you hit the last “Next” button the 
process will begin and by the end, you’ll have 
an iPod friendly video file to drag into iTunes. 

The bad news, vlc’s export options don’t 
let your control the output resolution. If the 
video you started with is beyond 640 x 480 
pixels, the conversion will be successful but 
the file won’t be copied to the iPod. 

The good news, vlc is free! ► 


O0O Streaming/Transcoding Wizard 

Transcode 

If you want to change the compression format of the audio or video 
tracks, fill in this page. (If you only want to change the container 


format, proceed to next page.) 


Video 


8f Transcode video 


Codec H.264 


Bitrate (kb/s) 768 



H264 is a new video codec (useable with MPEG TS and MP4) 

Audio 


53 


S5 Transcode audio 

Codec l^caAutfaT 

Bitrate (kb/s) f 128 


Audio format for MPEC4 (useable with MPEC TS and MPEC4) 


( Cancel ) flllllEEII 
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HandBrake 


If your video has already been burned to 
dvd, HandBrake offers flexibility when 
converting for use on an iPod. On starting 
HandBrake, you’ll need to tell it where the 
dvd is. You can use dvd images created in 
iDVD or the ‘Selected Volume’ option to rip 
from your dvd. 

1 With your menus and other content on a 
dvd, there are actually a number of‘tracks’ 
living on the disc. The first thing is to 
choose which track on the dvd you’ll want 
to convert. Hit the Title dropdown list and 
choose the longest track — that’ll be the 
movie. 

2 In order to optimise the output for iPod, 
we’ll need to adjust the format, resolution 
and sound quality for the final result. You 
can do this after choosing the dvd source. 

3 Start by selecting the File Format. 
Handbrake’s default mp 4 is what we’re after. 

4 Set the codec to mpeg-4 Video /aac 
Audio or Avc/H.264 Video/AAC Audio. This 
will ensure that the video and audio are 
correctly encoded to play on the iPod. 

5 You’ll need to specify an output 
destination as well. This can be wherever 
you like. Eventually, the file will be dragged 
into the iTunes library so you can delete it 
from here later. 

6 In the Video section, set Quality to 
Average bitrate and enter 400. This can 
be as high as 768, but I couldn’t tell the 
difference between a setting of 400 and the 
maximum. Setting the process for 2-pass 
encoding will increase quality without 
increasing file size but will take twice as 
long to rip and encode. 

7 Audio quality can be set to any value you 
like but higher values mean larger files. I 
found a Sample Rate of 44100 and Bitrate of 
128 were fine. 


men 

Source 


HandBrake 

Destination 


DVD 

Tide: 

Chapters: 

Duration: 


/dev/rdiskS 
fr^h07w24s Sjj 
1 to ( S ' S§| 

01:07:24 


File format: 
Codecs: 

File: 


Video 


Subtitles 


Framerate (fps): 

Same as source 


Encoder: 

x264 (Main profile) 


Quality: 



O Target size (MB): 

700 


@ Average bitrate (kbps): 

400| 



O Constant quality 50 % 



Q Grayscale encoding 
8? 2-pass encoding 


Language: 

Audio 

Language 1: 
Language 2: 
Sample rate (Hz): 
Bitrate (kbps): 


MP4 file 

Ti 


AVC/H.264 Video / AAC Audio 

; | 



/Users/ThePDACuy/Ripped Movies/h 


Browse 




T^sh(AC3H27h)^H 

; None 

f 44100 Wf 

f 128. Wpj : 

( p icture setti ng s... ) 


Q Enable queue 


Pause ( Rip ) 


8 The current release of the 5th generation 
iPod supports a maximum resolution of 
640 x 480, older video iPods run at 320 x 
240, so you’ll need to constrain the output 
accordingly. You can set the width in the 
Picture Settings dialog, and Handbrake will 
auto-adjust the height to match. 

9 Once you’ve set your options click 
“Rip” button and make yourself a cuppa. 
Depending on the spec of your Mac the 
encoding process can take a few hours. The 
CPU is the most important factor, as this sort 
of activity is very processor dependent. 


§80 Instant HandBrake 


Select DVD Features 


0 

Title 

Duration 

Size (Converted) 

Title 1 

1 hour 7 mins 


G 

Title 6 

18 seconds 


□ 

Title 9 

22 mins 50 secs 


n 

Title 10 

2 mins 43 secs 



Settings 


Save converted files to: * Movies 

n 

File format iPod SC (H.264) 

H 

Picture format: Fullscreen 


Preferred audio Portugues 


Preferred subtitles: None 



( Open another DVp!T~) ( Convert 


Instant HandBrake. If you don’t want 
to bother setting options then Instant 
HandBrake sets the defaults and lets you go 
with one button. 

1 Pop your dvd into the drive on your Mac 
and start Instant Handbrake. The “Select a 
dvd Source” box appears. Once the title of 
the dvd appears adjacent to the “dvd Drive’ 
label hit the continue button and wait a few 
moments while the dvd is read. 

2 The only real decisions you need to make 
are which codec will be used, language, 
subtitles and whether to have the movie 

in fullscreen or original format. One 
nice feature is that you can use Instant 
Handbrake to also create video for the Sony 
PlayStation Portable. 

3 Once you’ve made your selections hit the 
convert button. The video will be ready in a 
couple of hours. Again, depending on your 
system’s processor speed. 
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PodTube 


With the YouTube phenomenon still on a 
rapid ascent it’s no surprise that folks want to 
be able to take video from YouTube to their 
iPod. The problem is that YouTube encodes 
videos in Flash format, so they can’t be easily 
ripped from a site. A lovely little package 
called PodTube, for Mac users, can fix that in 
a jiffy. 

1 Find the video you want on YouTube and 
open it in Safari (yes, it has to be Safari). If 
you’ve enabled tabbed browsing make sure 
the YouTube page is the front tab. 

2 Check your Safari options and set the 
Download location to the desktop. 

3 Launch PodTube and simply hit the Get 
Video button. PodTube will extract the 
video, convert it and, if you select the 
appropriate checkbox, copy it to your iTunes 
library so that it’ll be on your iPod when you 
next sync. 

PodTube is free 


© © r\ PodTube 

f, N 

PodTube will get 
the frontmost 
YouTube video 
opened in Safari. 

2 Encode for iPod 
2 Add to iTunes 


BP 


C 


Get video 



Shooting iPod Friendly Video. 

While most of the time you will just be 
looking to convert videos you have already 
made for iPod, if you are planning to shoot 
video specifically designed for iPod focused 
output, there are a few things you can do to 
optimise the result. 

First, remember that the iPod’s screen is 
quite small. That means long shots with fine 
detail in the distance aren’t going to be easy 
to see. So keep your shots tighter, with the 
subject of the video at close range. If you’re 
shooting someone talking, shoot from the 
waist up or even in a tight close up. Careful 
not to get too close, as even on a small 
screen that can appear quite confronting. 

Of course, if that’s the effect you want, then 
go for it! 

If you’re filming a subject at long range, 
use zoom and a tripod. The tripod is very 
important, as there is nothing worse than 
watching jerky videos and the iPod’s screen 
will accentuate any bumps. 

Keeping your shots ‘locked off’ — which 
means not moving the camera at all, which 
includes no use of zoom — has the added 
benefit of getting a better compression rate, 
as there is less change taking place in each 
frame. This means smaller file sizes, and a 
smoother looking final result on the screen. 


Video, schmideo — go photo? If you aren’t 
sure you’ve got the time / talent / camera 
to make a good video, you can always 
get clever with a series of photos. Instead 
you can create an ‘enhanced podcast’, by 
shooting a series of photographs and putting 
it all together in GarageBand. Enhanced 
podcasts marry images with audio in the 
increasingly popular mp 4 format. 

The easiest way to create an enhanced 
podcast is to shoot your images and import 
them to your iPhoto library. 

1 Launch GarageBand and select “New 
Podcast Episode” from the first screen. 

Name your project and the shell for your 
podcast will be created automatically. 

2 Using the Media Browser on the right side 
of the screen, select the images you wish to 
use and drag them onto the Podcast track. 

By default, they’ll appear for 30 seconds but 
by dragging the edges of the images you can 
increase or decrease the duration of each 
image’s appearance. 

3 Once you’ve got all the images, select one 
of the voice tracks, hit the record button 
and start your commentary. Once you’re 
done, adjust the images so they coincide 
with your words. Where there’s a break in 
the commentary add some music by using 
the Media Browser to grab some music from 
your iTunes library (be mindful of copyright 
concerns if you plan on public distribution). 

4 Once you’re done, save your work and 
then open the Share menu. Choose “Send 
Podcast to iTunes”. GarageBand will create 
the enhanced podcast and send it to iTunes. 

Next time you sync your iPod, assuming 
you’re synchronising all movie files, it’ll be 
copied to your iPod. ■ 
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By Alex Kidman 


The Desert 
Island Guide 

A castaway’s perspective on being lost 
with an iPod kit for company. 

Hot links 

www.solio.com 

www.griffintechnology.com 

www.dse.com.au 

http://au.creative.com 

www.astone.com.au 

www.sony.com.au 

www.gear4.c0m.au 

www.freeplayenergy.com 

www.clarion.com/au 


I magine, if you will, that you’ve been 
trapped on a desert island. Now, before 
you panic, by either good planning or 
good luck, all of your basic needs are 
taken care of — you’ve got a plentiful 
supply of food, water and sunscreen and 
a copy of War And Peace to keep you busy 
while you wait for a rescue ship and catch 
some rays. You’ve also got your iPod to 
keep your favourite tunes going. But here’s 
the rub — you’ll barely be dipping into the 
complex world of the Rostovs, Bolonskis 
et al before your iPod’s likely to conk out. 
With that in mind, what iPod accessories 
should you pack for a long-term desert 
island stay? 


Power 


Solio Battery Recharger 



Griffin Tunejuice Battery Backup 



Your first concern on your desert island should 
be keeping your player charged — without 
power, it’s basically just a shiny brick that you 
could use for stunning nearby seagulls. In our 
limited experience, most desert islands don’t 
come with handy power points or usb sockets 
nearby, which is a rather severe planning 
oversight. Depending on your musical tastes, 
volume preferences and even the age of your 
iPod battery you may have as little as an 
hour’s worth of power before all you’ve got is 
the sound of two coconuts clapping together 
to keep yourself amused. A battery recharger 
can save you from that ignominious fate. 

The Solio Battery Recharger ($119) looks 
rather like a small portable fan, but it’s instead 
a small portable solar power collector with a 
variety of adaptors for connecting up portable 
music players, game systems and even mobile 
phones. About eight hours of sunshine will 
give your Solio a full charge, at which point 
you can use it to keep your music going for the 
same amount of time. 

There’s always a rush when a new iPod 
comes out for manufacturers to offer new 
shiny accessories, but that doesn’t mean that 
owners of older iPods need to be left out. If 
you’ve got an older dockable iPod or iPod 
Mini, you may want to consider the Griffin 
TuneJuice Battery Backup ($29.95). It uses 
a standard 9-volt battery to keep your iPod 
playing long after it would otherwise have 
conked out. 


Power isn’t just a concern for your iPod, 
however. Plenty of iPod accessories use 
standard aa or aaa batteries. You could try 
packing a thousand for good measure, or 
grab rechargeables with a solar charger. Of 
the options available (yes, there are quite a 
few), the Dick Smith Solar Ni-Cad Charger 
with Sunlight Meter ($33-84) is a decent 
choice, as it’ll let you know how strong the 
available sunlight is and give you a rough 
estimate of how long you’ve got until your 
batteries have power again. 

Last but not least, if you’re a diy type with 
a fetish for soldering, there are plenty of 
diy hand-winding kits for charging iPods 
out there, but they’re yet to hit as an easily 
available retail product; a quick Google 
search for “hand cranked iPod charger” 
would sort you out nicely. 
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Speakers/Headphones 


TravelSound 400 



Sony MDRNC 6 Headphones 



Gear 4 PocketPower 0 


% 



Freeplay EYE MAX 



Until Apple brings out an iPod with 
inbuilt speakers, you’ll need some form 
of listening gear as you while away the 
days on your tropical outpost. Here your 
choices are also quite extensive, as you 
simply don’t have to worry about annoying 
anyone else with your musical tastes. 

The TravelSound 400 portable speakers 
from Creative ($79.95) are small enough 
to fit into your pants pocket, deliver a solid 
sound — certainly good enough for a small 
island setting and will run for more than 
twenty hours off a handful of aaa batteries. 
When not in use, they even fold down to 
protect themselves from sand, surf and 
seagull droppings. 


General Accessories 


There are arguably more cases for iPods out 
there than there are in fact iPods, so you’re 
completely spoilt for choice here. If space 
wasn’t a consideration, we’d take three 
different styles of case. One hard case, to 
protect against sun and sand — and perhaps 
to crack open any nearby tasty turtles. One 
soft case, to act as a pseudo pillow on those 
long island nights. Plus one heavily blinged 
up case, so you could use the reflections off 
its inappropriately shiny body to signal to 
nearby passing planes. 

For owners of older iPods with the 
top accessory mount, Griffin’s iBeam 
(—$40, unavailable locally) offers another 
solution for flagging down passing 
planes, with both a flashlight and a laser 
pointer built-in — doubles nicely when 
you need to blind nearby cannibals in 
a pinch. Those with newer iPods could 
consider the Gear4 PocketPower ($49.95). 
Primarily a usB-based iPod battery 
recharger, it also ships with an inbuilt 
torch for emergency purposes. 

If you’re looking at a longer island stay, 
or the salt, sand or natives get to your 
iPod, you’re a long way from an authorised 


Astone’s i-P22 ($129) combines small 
portable aaa battery powered speakers within 
an innovative carry case that’ll also store your 
headphones of choice, effectively keeping 
the majority of your accessories in the one 
place. Its larger cousin, the Astone i-Fusion 
(?) will even act as a carry case for your iPod, 
although its Lithium battery would only be 
good for shorter desert island stays. 

The Sony mdrnc6 Noise Cancelling 
Headphones ($199) might seem like an 
unnecessary inclusion on a remote island 
paradise. There will, however, be times 
when the crashing of the waves, the 
screeching of the circling seagulls and the 
relentless cannibal drumbeats just distract 
you, and for those times you’ll want to 
block out all the other ambient sounds. The 
mdrnc6 will clear your audio palate, run 
off a single aaa battery and are slim enough 
to fit into your survival kit pretty easily. 


repairer, and that means the only sounds 
you’ll be listening to will be the sounds of 
silence. That’s when something like the 
Freeplay eyemax (—$120) could come in 
handy. It’s a solar or hand-wound radio 
and while you’ll have to put up with inane 
d j banter, at least you can amuse yourself 
listening in to all the traffic jam reports 
you’re happily missing out on. 

The time will inevitably come when 
you’re rescued, and just because 
someone’s finally read your smoke 
signals doesn’t mean that you have to 
stop listening to your favourite music. A 
little careful planning, or some suitably 
coincidental purchasing on behalf of your 
rescuers could see them helming a rescue 
craft with the Clarion CMD4A waterproof 
audio receiver ($769) with the EA1276 
ceNET iPod Interface. It’s not a name 
that trips off the tongue, but instead a 
fully waterproof boat-based control and 
playback mechanism for a docked iPod, 
as well as a charging interface. That 
means you’ll be listening to your favourite 
tunes all the way through the surf on the 
way home. ■ 
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By Author 

The Player 
Gift Guide 

A guide to some of the best, and 
weirdest, gear on the market 

Hot links 

www.sandisk.com 

www.creative.com 

www.sonyericsson.com 

www.hp.com.au 

www.vajacases.com 

www.proportamusic.com 

www.jabra.com.au 

www.plantronics.com.au 

www.geckogear.com.au 

www.xtrememac.com 

www.apple.com/au 

www.griffintechnology.com 

www.belkin.com.au 

www.gear4.c0m.au 

www.hasbro.com 

www.homedics.com 

www.logitech.com 

www.ibuzzusa.com 

www.atechflash.com 

www.wurlitzer.com.au 

www.tentechnology.com 

www.gear4.c0m.au 

www.belkin.com 

www.bose.com 



If you like the finer things in life, the Vaja 
iVolution cases for iPod will hit the spot. 
The iVolution is to iPod cases what Armani 
is to suits — all class, as long as you’ve got 
the budget. 

With starting prices around US$70 the 
iVolution isn’t cheap (but far cheaper 
than Armani). You can customise heavily, 
choosing from 36 different colours and 
options such as two types of belt clip, 
embossed logos, removable front covers for 
extra protection and even fashion chains so 
you don’t drop your iPod. 

If you order an iVolution with the lot 
for the love of your life — your partner, 
or maybe your iPod — you can figure on 
around us$180 and there are versions for 
every model. 


Proporta Mobile Device Charger 



Know someone who forgets to charge their 
iPod regularly, and gets stuck without power 
in the middle of nowhere? Make that a thing 
of the past for them with the Proporta usb 
Mobile Device Charger. 

It packs a 3400 mAh battery into a pretty 
case that’s about the same size as an iPod. 
The Charger can be charged directly from 
the usb port on your computer and it can 
recharge almost any device that’s powered 
over usb. 

At US$44.95, the Proporta usb Mobile 
Device Charger is a great backup power 
option. Never get stuck again! 


Hasbro i-Dog 



You’ve got to hand it to Hasbro for coming 
up with a true “Why would you want that?” 
iPod accessory. Which makes for the perfect 
novelty Christmas gift! The i-Dog, and 
its companions, the i-Cat and i-Fish, are 
interactive speakers for your iPod or any 
other Mp3 player. 

The i-Dog dances and its coloured 
lights illuminate in time with your music. 
Connectivity is through a standard 3.5mm 
audio cable and the i-Dog needs a couple of 
aa batteries. 

The i-Dog is really a toy. Kids love it but 
reactions from adults vary from a hearty 
laugh to cold indifference. If you’ve got a 
child with an iPod then you’re sure to get 
plenty of smiles for your $65. 



Untether a friend with Jabra’s bt62os 
Bluetooth headphones. It looks like the sort 
of kit an athlete would wear on a training 
run, and feels light with controls that are 
easy to use. 

You can choose between a Dock 
connector or headphone socket adapter for 
Bluetooth connection. The Dock connector 
allows you to fully control the iPod from 
the headphones. 

When the headphones are paired to 
your mobile your iPod is muted so you can 
talk and, when the call is over, your music 
will continue. 

The bt62os retail for about $260 
including either the Dock or 3.5mm adapter. 
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Plantronics’ Pulsar 590 a headphones deliver 
excellent performance — at a price. It uses 
a 3.5mm Bluetooth adapter, making them 
handy for any audio device. 

When the 590 a is paired to your mobile 
and your iPod is muted — I guess all these 
sets pull that trick — so you can receive the 
incoming call. Audio quality was very good 
although I found the bass a little strong. The 
590A can be used as a wired kit so you can 
use it on planes, which is a nice touch. 

With a snazzy docking station, the 
universal adapter, case and all the cables 
you’ll need, the Pulsar 590 a retails for $300. 


Although storage cards now offer excellent 
cost per gigabyte, you’ll still want to back up 
your images on the road. What better way 
than to take advantage of your iPod’s hard 
drive through Apple’s Camera Connector. 

Connect your camera to the iPod through 
the Connector and the photos stored in your 
camera or its storage card will be transferred 
to the iPod. Far more convenient than 
carrying your computer around. Just be sure 
your iPod firmware is up to date. 

The Camera Connector costs $48. 

Usage is limited to 5G iPods and 4G with 
colour display (including, of course, 
iPod photo). 


Chill out, listen to your favourite tunes and 
gett a massage — sound like a good gift for 
a stressed out friend? They can have it every 
day if you get them an iCush. 

The iCush is an overlay for your chair. 
With a 3.5mm input, it takes the audio from 
your iPod, or any audio source, and plays 
through a pair of speakers that are set at 
head height. That audio signal also makes 
another leap — translating sound to kinetic 
energy by powering a set of motors that 
massage you. 

It comes in at $200, which some may see 
as pricey. Others will see it as an investment 
in relaxation and general wellbeing! 


Gecko iPod Duo-Charge 



Let’s face it — one iPod per family is 
rarely enough. The trouble is keeping 
them all charged up, especially when you 
are on the road. Aussie firm, Gecko, has 
a nifty solution. The Gecko Duo Charge 
connects to local, us and New Zealand 
power outlets and lets you charge two 
iPods simultaneously. Good for every usb 
connecting model iPod. 

Simply plug the usb end of your sync 
cable into the Duo-Charge, or a first gen 
Shuffle directly, and you can pump some 
much-needed juice into your iPod. 

Just $39.95 — cheaper than Apple’s 
original charger and twice as useful! 


Griffin iTrip Auto 



Griffin’s been making iPod accessories 
almost as long as there have been iPods to 
add them to. Their latest iteration of the 
iTrip Auto takes the Line Out signal (not just 
the headphone output) from your iPod and 
transmits it over fm to your car radio. Plus it 
charges as you drive. 

You can adjust the station you use for the 
transmission using the controller and toggle 
between mono and stereo transmission. If 
you’re listening to podcasts or audiobooks, 
mono will suffice and has the advantage of 
transmitting a stronger signal. 

If you know someone who takes their 
iPod everywhere then an in-car solution is 
a must. For $99, this is a good solution far 
cheaper than a full car installation (though 
the results won’t be as good). 



Belkin and Griffin like to duke it out over 
the iPod accessory market. The Belkin 
TuneBase is another iPod car mount with an 
integrated fm transmitter. Using the dock 
connector, it transmits the Line Out and 
charges it at the same time. As the TuneBase 
is compatible with any 3rd generation 
or newer iPod with a dock connector it 
includes adapters to hold the different sized 
and shaped units. 

The flexible gooseneck allows you 
to conveniently place the iPod and it is 
reasonably steady. 

At $139.95 the TuneBase is more expensive 
than the Griffin, but some may find the 
arrangement a better fit for their car. 
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It’s been mentioned in Player before and 
it may well be again — it’s that good. Bose 
has an impeccable reputation as a premium 
maker of audio gear and their SoundDock, 
in black or white, looks sexy and will fit into 
any lounge room or apartment. 

Sound quality is excellent, with good bass. 
But there is also limited distortion, even at 
high volumes. 

As you’d expect for an iPod solution, 
the SoundDock uses a dock connector but 
there’s no passthrough so you can’t use it 
as a dock. Still, a beautiful unit for 
someone beautiful in your life (oh dear... 
get me a bucket). 

The SoundDock retails for $450. 



Belkin’s TuneTalk stereo microphone allows 
you to quickly and easily record voice notes, 
soundscapes and podcasts almost anywhere. 
Like the XtremeMac Micromemo, it uses the 
iPod’s interface for recording. 

There’s a line-in port as well as the in-built 
microphone and a usb connector for feeding 
your iPod some power so the TuneTalk won’t 
run down your iPod’s battery. 

The Tunetalk is also a playback device 
through its integrated speaker. Excellent for 
previewing your recordings on the fly. 

At $100 the TuneTalk is cheaper than 
many bespoke voice recorders and adds 
some real utility to your iPod. 



Maybe it should be called the Bedroom 
Party, because it is a great alarm clock and 
am/fm radio with an iPod dock as part of 
the deal. But it’s the 2.1 channel speakers 
that help lift this beyond just being bedroom 
friendly. They aren’t massively powerful, at 
6W per channel, but they would serve nicely 
in most rooms of the house (and definitely 
pump it in the bedroom). 

It has a remote for operating at range, too. 
And it looks good! The Gear4 HouseParty 
24/7 is valued at $249.95. 



The iPod is a road warrior’s best friend, 
but it’s only useful while the battery’s got 
enough juice. Gear’s World Tour is an 
ac charger with plugs for charging your 
dockable iPod anywhere in the uk, Europe, 
the us or Australia. 

Just connect the appropriate adapter to 
the main body of the World Tour, plug in 
your usb cable and you’ll be able to charge 
your iPod. 

At $50, the Gear4 World Tour costs almost 
the same as Apple’s Power Adapter but adds 
a lot more functionality. 


What? 

You don’t want an iPod? 



SanDisk Sansa e200. Sandisk made 
its name with flash memory so it’s 
no surprise that they’ve entered the 
MP3 player market. The Sansa e200 
comes in 2GB, 4GB and 6 gb storage 
capacities and can be bolstered through 
a microsD slot so it can grow with your 
music collection. 

Boasting video playback as well as 
MP3, wm a and images, the Sansa e200 
can do most of what the nano can do 
plus a bit more. It doesn’t integrate 
with iTunes but does support Windows 
Media Player and can be mounted as 
a mass storage device so you can drag 
and drop DRM-free tracks from iTunes. 

Starts at $249 for the 2G b model. 


Creative ZEN Vision:M. Creative were 
the trailblazers in MP3 players — but 
they dropped the ball and Apple took 
the reins. The Vision:M, with its 30G b 
hard drive, can hold up to 120 hours of 
mpeg-4 video, thousands of images, or 
about 7,500 MP3S. 

It supports a massive range of media 
formats including DivX, MP3, wma, 
m peg, XvID and even includes an fm 
radio. In fact, you’ll be hard pressed to 
find something it won’t play. 

At $399 the zen Vision:M packs a lot 
of punch. With wide format support, 
stylish colours, and a skinnable 
interface, Creative is definitely eager to 
take marketshare from iPod. 
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Logitech mm50 speakers 



Deliver decent sound quality in a compact 
and affordable package, the Logitech mmso 
is a nice little speaker set. 

Shipping with a protective clamshell 
case and a remote control, the mmso 
speakers come in either black or white. 

The mmsos have a rechargeable 
Li-Ion battery and charger, and when 
power is connected your iPod is charged 
simultaneously. 

Complete with the case and remote 
control, the Logitech mmso speakers retail 
for $200. 


Wurlitzer iPod Jukebox 



Wurlitzer has been recognised as the 
premiere creator of jukeboxes — they look 
brilliant and sound great. 

The One More Time iPod jukebox comes 
in black or white with bright neon trim. 
While having great form, the use of Bose 
Acoutimass speakers tells you that this isn’t 
just an ornament — it’s really designed 
for people that love their music. As well as 
docking your iPod it will hold 100 cds. 

Local pricing comes in at around $15,000 
(it’s only just arrived, so you’ll need to get in 
touch to confirm). For the music lover who 
needs to have it all this Christmas. 


XtremeMac MicroMemo 



Lectures, meetings, maybe even the odd 
podcast. The MicroMemo will tape them all. 
Neatly connecting to your 5G iPod’s dock 
connector, the MicroMemo uses the iPod 
firmware’s in-built recording capability. 
Connect the MicroMemo and the recording 
interface appears instantly. Using the Click 
Wheel you can pause, stop and save your 
recording and when you next sync to iTunes 
your recording will be saved. 

The XtremeMac MicroMemo retails for 
$99.95. That’s cheaper than many digital 
recorders and offers excellent quality. 



Know someone who spends a lot of time in 
the smallest room in the house? The iCarta 
is the gift for them. 

Coupling an iPod dock, speakers and 
controls, the iCarta has an integrated toilet 
paper holder so you can dock your iPod will 
you’re docked. With four moisture resistant 
speakers, two woofers and two tweeters, it 
requires ac power through its power pack. 

If you don’t need it as a toiler roll holder, 
you can fold the roll-holder arms in and 
simply use it as a wall-mounted speaker 
system. Versatile! 

The best spot to grab this one is from 
Amazon for around US$75. 


iBuzz 



The iBuzz is certainly a special gift for a 
very special ‘special someone’ in your life. It 
takes your iPod’s audio output and causes its 
attachment to vibrate, with seven different 
vibration patterns on offer. People put that 
bit somewhere pleasing. And it works for 
men or women. I’m sure you get the drift! 

The iBuzz is available online for US$75. 


Musical convergence 

SonyEricsson W 850 i. The \v850i 
combines a 3G phone with Bluetooth and 
usb connectivity. It’ll play your favourite 
tunes as well as take a great picture. 

At first glance the \v850i looks more 
like a media player than a phone. The 
keypad slides out from the back of the 
unit but the face wouldn’t look out 
of place on the set of a Sci-Fi movie. 
There’s a Memory Stick pro Duo slot 
for storing all your media. 

Street price is around $670. 

HP iPaq rx4540. The iPaq rx4540 
represents h p’s first serious tilt at the 
portable media player market. 

Although it runs Windows Mobile 5 
like many pdas, the ^4540 is designed 
to be a media player. For starters, it 
ships with l c b of integrated storage and 
there’s an s d slot for jacking that up. 
The 240 X320, 3.5-inch screen is more 
than large enough for personal viewing 
and getting content onto the device is 
dead easy either by connection to your 
computer or via Bluetooth or WiFi. 

The rx4540 still has all of the pim 
features you’d expect from a Windows 
Mobile device. Expect to pay $500. 
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By Dan Frakes e[ Seamus Byrne 

Altec Lansing M602 

Supported iPod Models 
All docking (see review) 

Player Rating ► ► ► y 2 
Price as Reviewed 

$249.95 

www.audion-mm.com 


A ltec Lansing’s M602 is the company’s 
l first home speaker system (one 
powered only via ac power) designed 
specifically for the iPod. Instead of the 
white or black designs used by most iPod 
speaker vendors, Altec Lansing has gone 
with a more neutral silver with white trim. 
The system comprises a 14 x 6. 

5-inch speaker section, only a few inches 
deep, on top of an integrated stand; an 
issue here is that I found the top-heavy 
design makes it easy to tip the system over 
if you accidentally bump it. 

The stand hosts an iPod dock cradle 
that uses Apple’s Universal design. 
Unfortunately, unlike most iPod speaker 
systems, Altec Lansing doesn’t include 
dock inserts for older iPods; you’ll need 
to purchase them separately. (Apple sells 
adapters for each iPod model; a three-pack 
costs $13.) Your iPod is charged when in the 
dock, even when the system is turned off. 

Behind the m6o2’s metal silver grill sit 
four speaker drivers: left and right 3-inch 
‘full range’ drivers and left and right i-inch 
tweeters. Also behind the grill is a series of 
five blue leds that indicate volume, bass, 
or treble level, depending on the current 
mode. Along the top edge of the M602 are 
buttons for power, volume up and down, 
bass, and treble. 

The rear of the M602 provides a number 
of connection options: a headphone jack for 
private listening — although this jack would 
have been easier to use if located on the 
front; an auxiliary-input jack for connecting 
an older iPod, iPod shuffle, or non-iPod 
audio source (a minijack-to-minijack cable 



is included, and audio is mixed with your 
iPod’s audio); a composite-video connector 
for displaying photos and video from your 
iPod on your tv; and a mini-us b port for 
connecting the m 602 to your computer to 
sync your iPod with iTunes. 

The M602 also includes two unique 
features not found in most speaker systems. 
First, the back of the unit includes three 
mounting-plate screw holes. Using an 
optional kit, you can mount the m 602 on a 
wall; the unit’s ac power cord and auxiliary 
audio cable even have L-shaped plugs for 
low-profile connections. The second feature 
is a useful ‘dock’ platform, which clips onto 
the iPod dock and provides a secure cradle 
and backrest for non-dockable players. 

The m6o2’s remote is identical to the one 
included with the company’s inMotion iM 7: 
a thin, narrow design with Power, Volume 
Down, Volume Up, Back, Forward, Play/ 
Pause, Bass, and Treble buttons. However, 
in my testing the M602 remote’s range was 
much better, and its off-axis response much 
improved, compared to those of the iM/s. 

As an infrared remote, it still requires line- 
of-sight access to the M602. 

Out of the box, with the m6o2’s tone 
controls set to flat (the default levels), the 
system offers sound quality that’s actually 
similar to that of Bose’s SoundDock. You 
get good midrange, with just slightly worse 
treble response. The maximum volume 
level is quite loud, although I heard a 
bit of distortion at the highest levels; 
this distortion gets worse if you use the 
Bass control to increase bass levels. In 
fact, because of the m6o2’s thin speaker 
enclosure — as mentioned above, you 
can actually hang the system on a wall 
obass extension isn’t as good as that of the 
SoundDock or other similarly-sized systems: 
bass response begins to roll off below 
125 hz, with a significant decline in bass 
levels by 8ohz. Overall, the M6o2’s ‘stock’ 
sound is good but not as clear as that of 
the SoundDock, iGroove hg, or Radial; on 
the other hand, the inclusion of Treble and 
Bass controls mean you can customise the 
sound in ways that the other systems here 
don’t allow, although I wasn’t able to equal 
the sound quality of the iGroove hg or jbl 
Radial using the m6o2’s tone controls. 

If you’re a bass lover, you may need to find 
another option. In general, the m 602 is one 
of the best desktop speaker performers you 
can find below $300. 
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By Seamus Byrne 

Gear4 BluEye 

Supported iPod Models 

iPod photo 
iPod mini 
iPod nano (all) 
5 th-Generation iPod 

Player Rating ► ► ► y 2 
Price as Reviewed 

$149.95 

www.gear4.c0m.au 


B luetooth pairing for mobile phones has 
started to catch on in the last two years, 
with lots of nifty little headsets available for 
hands-free talking. But to use one of these 
kits while still enjoying your iPod is bordering 
on impossible, juggling earbuds in and out, 
let alone the fact your iPod will often drown 
out your phone’s ringtone to begin with 
— has everyone had that strange look on a 
train that signifies ‘please answer that damn 
thing’ when you are lost in a world of music? 
I’m sure I’m not the only one. 

The BluEye brings your iPod and your 
mobile together in a very clever way, acting 
as a simple remote control and fm radio 
unit for your iPod when your phone isn’t 
around, and then turning into a Bluetooth 
headset when your phone demands some 
attention. The kit features a shuffle-like 
interface, with a hold switch and fm 
selector on the side, plus a Bluetooth 
button on the front. It is quite similar to the 
basic Apple wired remote with a mini-jack 
passthrough for the headphones. 

You pair the kit very simply to your mobile 
phone, just as you would any other headset. 
No troubles there. Now, whenever you are 
using your phone, the audio feedback and 
earpiece is through your headphones, while 
the microphone is in the BluEye. The BluEye 
cable runs a bit too short at 2-feet, as you 
can’t have the unit too far from your face, but 
you also want to store the iPod somewhere 
out of the way. That said, keeping the iPod 
somewhere handy has benefits here, with 
caller id function passed over to your iPod 
screen, which is very useful. 



While there are headphones available that 
will pair to both your iPod and your mobile, 
it is this kind of extra function that makes 
the direct integration with your iPod a 
nice touch. Your music is also paused as 
soon as your phone needs answering (just 
tap play/pause to answer), and as soon as 
you are done the music resumes. If your 
phone supports voice dialling, you can do 
this through your BluEye, which will really 
ensure you never have to take your phone 
out again. It looks pretty clever too — as 
though you are making calls using your 
iPod, much to the envy of other commuters. 

Voice dialling or not, another great 
feature you’ll find integrated into your 
iPod screen is redial. Just hit the Bluetooth 
button and you can choose from the last 
nine received call numbers. 

As far as fm radio goes, the BluEye does a 
good job. It is easy to navigate manually, if 
a little slow, but the option to store 15 preset 
stations means you will only need to go 
through the set up once before you can jump 
quickly between all the stations you want. 
You can’t sort the stations into a favourite 
order, but that is being picky. 

Some people really want the complete 
wireless experience from their Bluetooth, 
and this isn’t it. But as far as genuine 
functionality goes, the BluEye brings your 
iPod and mobile together like nothing 
else. Your phone can disappear into your 
bag while you go about your usual iPod 
experience. It is a great little number, scored 
a half-point lower than otherwise because 
of its price. 
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By Christopher Breen 

iTunes 7 

Supported iPod Models 

All 

Player Rating ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

Free 

www.apple.com/au/itunes/ 


T outed by Steve Jobs as the “most 
significant enhancement to iTunes since 
we introduced it in 2001,” iTunes 7 does 
indeed offer enhancements to existing 
capabilities as well as groundbreaking new 
features. Apple has given the program a 
necessary interface overhaul, reflecting its 
shift from music player to media organiser. 
This is reflected in a reorganised Source 
list that includes Library, Store, Devices, 
Shared, and Playlists entries. As their 
names imply, the Library is the gateway to 
your media; Store links you to the iTunes 
Store and your purchases; Devices displays 
connected iPods and mounted audio discs; 
Shared lists iTunes Libraries shared by 
other people on your local network; and 
Playlists contains lists of, well, playlists 
— Party Shuffle as well as Smart and 
standard playlists. 

iTunes 7 comes with two new views that 
let you navigate your music and video 
collection: Album view and a lazy-Susan 
artwork view termed CoverFlow. Album 
view divides your music collection into 
albums, displaying the album artwork on 
the left side of the pane and the tracks 
within that album on the right. CoverFlow 
places album artwork at the top of the pane 
in a fanned-out arrangement. You can flip 
from cover to cover via the scroll bar and its 
arrow icons or your keyboard’s Arrow keys. 
You can also search within CoverFlow by 
typing the name of the item you seek. 

For these views to be useful, you 
must have that artwork. iTunes 7 can 
automatically obtain some of that artwork, 
but in practice this doesn’t work as well as 
it could. Trouble with compilation albums, 
unavailable artists, innocuous tags that 
don’t match, and even the need to request 
album art more than once before you get 
everything. It isn’t simple to get all your art 
into iTunes. 

Once you have, it really is a handy 
reminder of what’s in your Library. On 
several occasions I stopped as I flipped 
through my collection and thought, “I 
completely forgot I owned that. I need to 
give that a listen again.” And this kind of 
casual browsing, rather than raw searching, 
is CoverFlow’s strength. Cool as the graphics 
are, it’s easier to find specific music using 
the Search field or Browser. 

Other than Album and CoverFlow views, 
gapless playback is iTunes 7’s marquee 
feature. In the past, iTunes and the iPod 


inserted a small slice of silence between 
tracks — even tracks that were intended to 
flow directly into one another. iTunes 7 fixes 
this long-standing issue, seamlessly playing 
tracks on classical, jazz, and concept albums 
I have in my iTunes library. If you have a 
lot of tracks, it’s worth your while to have 
iTunes seek gapless recordings overnight as 
its analysis can take awhile and hog many of 
your computer’s resources. 

cds you burn from a gapless playlist 
will likewise be gapless if you set the 
Gap Between Songs option to None in 
the Burning tab of the Advanced iTunes 
preference. Regrettably, when it comes to 
iPod playback, this gapless feature works 
only with fifth-generation iPods and the 
second-generation iPod nano. Earlier 
iPods will continue to play with gaps 
between tracks. 

Apple has better incorporated the iPod 
into iTunes. To begin with, the redesigned 
iPod preferences pane reflects what’s on 
your iPod through a capacity gauge at the 
bottom of the window, showing how much 
audio, video, photo and general data has 
been consumed, and how much free space 
is left. A tabbed interface also gives easy 
access to your preferences for content 
syncing across audio, video, contacts and 
movies. The iPod Updater software is also 
now in iTunes itself, so you never need to 
wonder about if or when you next need to 
update your iPod. 

iTunes 7 also includes a number of 
small but welcome refinements. These 
include prompting to backup content you 
purchase from the iTunes Store, transferring 
purchased content between authorised 
computers, and creating additional libraries. 
For this last, just hold down the Option key 
(on a Mac) or Shift key (on a Windows pc) 
when launching iTunes and you’re presented 
with the option to quit, choose a Library, or 
create a new Library. 

Out of the gate, iTunes 7 seems to have 
more problems than its predecessors. 
Numerous online forums reflect concerns 
about slow performance and crashing. In 
my own experience I found that iTunes 7 
did become more unstable when used with 
the iTunes component of You Software’s 
You Control. And iTunes can also become 
unstable when third-party plug-ins are 
installed in the iTunes Plug-ins folder. For 
example, I experienced two kernel panics on 
my Power Mac G5 when working in iTunes; 
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switching off You Control and clearing my 
iTunes Plug-ins folder of third-party plug¬ 
ins solved the problem. Although it’s not 
Apple’s business to police the activities of 
third-parties who write plug-ins for iTunes, 
it might not be a bad idea for the iTunes 
installer to disable third-party plug-ins (and 
notify users that it’s done so). 

Regrettably, iTunes 7 affects more than 
plug-in vendors. Roku Labs reports that 
changes to iTunes’ underlying technology 
renders all SoundBridge products — which 
have the capability to wirelessly play back 
iTunes-shared music — incompatible with 
the new version of iTunes. The company 
hopes to have an iTunes 7-compatible 
version of its own software soon. 

Is iTunes 7 truly the most significant 
enhancement to iTunes since Apple first 
introduced the program? A more organised 
interface, new Album and CoverFlow views, 
gapless playback, and tighter iPod integration 
hint that it is. But its premiere release isn’t 
without problems — stability issues and 
inconsistent results in Album and CoverFlow 
views can make working with the latest 
version of iTunes frustrating. Thankfully, any 
reservations I have about the program may 
be erased with a single update. When that 
update comes, iTunes will earn its rightful 
place as both the program’s most significant 
and enjoyable enhancement. 


By Seamus Byrne 

Kensington 

RDS FM Transmitter/ 

Car charger 

Supported iPod Models 

iPod nano 

5 th-Generation iPod 

Player Rating ► ► ► y 2 
Price as Reviewed 

$129.95 

http://us.kensington.com/html/n206.html 
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y Movies 
@1 TV Shows 
| Podcasts 
A Radio 

STORE 

^ iTunes Store 
jg Purchased 

DEVICES 

B Steve's iPod 
Legend 
PLAYLISTS 

& Party Shuffle 
► Q Weekend Party 
;<r 90’s Music 
tf Music Videos 
JF My Top Rated 
jfj Recently Added 
if Recently Played 
tf Top 25 Most Played 
•£ 60’s Rock Essentials 
£ One-Hit Wonders 


Name 

Time Artist 

a Album 

Genre 

* Hands Up 

3:37 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

«S Labor Day (It's a Holiday) 

3:58 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

W let’s Get Retarded 

3:35 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

0 Hey Mama 

3:34 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

m Shut Up 

4:56 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap fig 

m Smells Like Funk 

S04 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap ® 

0 Latin Girls 

6:17 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

8 Sexy 

4:43 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

* Fly Away 

3:3S Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

9 The Boogie That Be 

5:12 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

8 The Apl Song 

2:54 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

m Anxiety 

3:38 Black Eyed Peas 

Qephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

m Let’s Get It Started (Spike Mix) 

3:39 Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

9 Third Eye 

3:SS Black Eyed Peas 

Elephunk 

Hip-Hop/Rap 

m Go-Go Gadget Gospel 

2 19 Gnaris Barkley 

St. Elsewhere 

Alternative 

« Crazy 

2:S8 Cnarls Barkley 

St. Elsewhere 

Alternative 

0 St. Elsewhere 

2.30 Gnaris Barkley 

St. Elsewhere 

Alternative 

0 Gone Daddy Gone 

2:28 Gnaris Barkley 

St. Elsewhere 

Alternative * 

« Smiley Faces 

3:05 Gnaris Barkley 

St. Elsewhere 

Alternative vf 


9743 items, 24.7 days, 31.7 GB 


_ 


T he Kensington rds fm Transmitter / Car 
Charger is rather ahead of its time. Radio 
Display System data service is just starting 
to surface as a useful new addition to radio 
broadcasting, and with that infancy comes 
a lack of stereos capable of receiving such 
data. In future, you can expect to see news, 
traffic, weather, and even have your radio’s 
clock set via rds, as well as information on 
the current track and artist you are listening 
to. This last is where Kensington has had 
the idea to incorporate rds data into the fm 
transmissions of your iPod (the kit supports 
all dock connecting iPods except 3G for 
general transmission, but only nano and 5G 
for rds). 

As tracks play, your rds enabled receiver 
will pick up track and artist information 
from the iPod. In general terms you may not 
really need it, but when you start listening 
to podcasts it can help you take note of 
which episode you are currently listening to. 


Likewise it is most beneficial to owners of a 
full-size iPod, where a large music collection 
can hold many obscure tracks you haven’t 
heard in a long time. 

I found performance down the bottom end 
of the spectrum much better than up top. 
Sydney seems to have some powerful signals 
up in the 107MHz territory, a real nuisance 
for these little transmitters. Three presets 
are available. 

If you have no rds, of course, then that 
part of the deal is entirely useless. If that 
is the case — and you don’t care to future 
proof your fm Transmitter — then you 
should probably choose another transmitter 
/ charger. Other offerings from Kensington 
actually perform a little better as far as 
signal quality goes. If you can get the full 
experience, you’ll enjoy seeing the extra 
data on screen. 
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PLAY TEST 


By Seamus Byrne 

Nike + iPod Sport Kit 

Supported iPod Models 

iPod nano 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► V 2 
Price as Reviewed 

$48 

www.nikeplus.com 


W 1 as this the biggest accessory 

announcement in the history of iPod? 
There may be accessories out there that are 
more useful to more people, but the Nike + 
iPod Sport Kit (Nike + ) takes arguably the 
best model of our favourite music player 
(we can leave video out of the equation 
for the moment) and turns it into a true 
companion for anyone on a major fitness 
kick. Whether you run a treadmill or run 
the streets, Nike + has a lot more to offer 
than you may think from just looking at this 
humble lozenge-sized unit. 

At its heart, this is a wireless 
accelerometer. It measures how quickly it 
moves, the change of speed over time, and 
how long it is at a stand still. The wireless 
lozenge sits in a special little house inside 
your Nike+ model Nike shoes — there is 
only one in the ads, but there are quite a 
few available already and more to come. In 
fact, by middle of 2007, Nike promises their 
entire performance shoe range will support 
the kit. This factor shows Nike isn’t just 
selling this as a gimmicky self-promotional 
exercise. This is something they truly 
believe will contribute to the exercise 
routine of casual runners and serious 
athletes alike. The main shoes pictured 
in the advertising — the Nike+ Air Zoom 
Moire — are priced at $180. Others will 
range above and below this a little. 


Lozenge in place, you plug in the wireless 
receiver to your nano and you get a ‘Nike 
+ iPod’ menu item added to the main 
screen. Here you can start and stop your 
running or walking sessions, choose your 
playlists (you aren’t doing this right unless 
you build yourself some choice lists of 
pumping workout tracks), and set your 
PowerSong. This is a feature that shows 
some attention to the reality of bringing 
music and running together. Let’s say you’re 
running the Sydney City to Surf. You find 
yourself flagging half way up the notorious 
‘heartbreak hill’, so you hit the PowerSong 
(hit the centre button for a couple of 
seconds and it kicks in) — a song that really 
gets you pumped up, helping you find that 
extra something to get back in the game and 
push through into second wind territory. 
Finding just the right PowerSong can be like 
choosing your wedding dance. Spend some 
time with iTunes, get it right, and you will 
be well rewarded with something that really 
does take your performance up a notch. 

Out of the box, this thing is impressively 
accurate. But it gets even better still if you 
can calibrate it to your own running and 
walking speeds over a known distance. 

Nike suggests finding a park with a 400m 
track, or hitting a treadmill, or if nothing 
else, driving a set distance and running that 
measured length. Google lovers can use 
Google Maps to measure out a course in 
their neighbourhood online. 
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When you set off on a workout, you can 
just start running in Basic mode, or set 
it to run for a specified time, distance 
or calories. While the nano will display 
progress in a number of ways, including 
tracking your pace per kilometre (essential 
for working on race pacing), you don’t ever 
have to look at the iPod during a session. 
Just give the centre button a quick tap and 
a voice will tell you all the current statistics 
on your run. The feedback just flows in 
over the top of your music, keeping things 
moving along smoothly. 

All your data is recorded for analysis 
when you sync your iPod back to your 
system. Not just the final results either. Your 
runs are graphed over time, complete with 
indicators on where you requested feedback 
(a flurry of these near the end show how 
eager you were to get to the end) and where 
you hit your PowerSong, so you can see if it 
did lift you to another level. This graphing 
is valuable to anyone, but especially 
powerful for serious runners. 


That’s just one of the analyses available 
through the Nikeplus.com website, which 
is the home of all your performance data. 
You can track all your progress over time, 
examine individual runs, and set yourself 
long term goals to achieve. The site is 
adding features at regular intervals too, 
based on the feedback of users. A recent 
addition was the ability to add personal 
notes to each session. Where did you 
run? What was the weather? Any notable 
problems, or did you feel really good? All 
this will help to look back at the data in a 
more meaningful way. 

There is a competitive edge too. If you 
have some friends on the system, you can 
set challenges for each other. You can also 
compare yourself to all the other users, 
or a subset of users, on a wide range of 
measures. So you can challenge yourself 
to try and top the list on the number of 
sessions in a month, or distance run. With 
the kind of users on the system, it will be 
tough to get a top ranking — but then, that 
is the kind of challenge that can only end 
in reaching some fitness goals whether you 
succeed or fail. 

While we know the iPod ecosystem of 
accessories is a many splendid thing, Nike + 
is also shaping up with its own array of 
optional extras. There is now a section on 
the iTunes Store where you can purchase 
specially prepared ‘albums’ that feature not 
only some tailored exercise music, 


but a trainer to take you through a running 
program. Different albums will suit 
different levels of experience and different 
aims, and the training sessions are hosted 
by legendary marathon runner Alberto 
Salazar. Special running music is also 
produced by the likes of led Soundsystem 
and the Crystal Method. All that and a 
booming collection of Sport iMixes, so you 
can examine and share top running songs 
with the iTunes community. 

On top of the specialised music options, 
there is a range of Nike + clothing to 
choose from. Quality running shirts and 
shorts with integrated nano holders and 
cable channels. The nano controls are also 
reflected in the surface of the fabric, so 
you can still get to the important controls 
during your run. 

Getting out on the road every day for a 
run is tough if you lack motivation. Through 
the various feedback mechanisms the Nike 
+ iPod Sport Kit will really help someone 
who wants to push for good results from a 
fitness regime. For more serious runners, 
you may already own some devices that 
can provide some or all of this data, but 
to have quality sports feedback integrated 
with your music source, and at such a good 
price for the unit, is almost too compelling 
to deny. 
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PLAY TEST 


By Peter Cohen 

Vortex for iPod 

Supported iPod Models 
5 th-Generation iPod 
Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$ 7-49 

Found on iTunes Store 



A couple of the first batch of premium 
l games released for the iPod are of 
particular note, not necessarily because of 
what they are but who made them — Apple 
itself. One of Apple’s home-grown offerings 
is called Vortex. It’s a game that utilises the 
iPod’s design and a classic gaming concept 
in new and interesting ways. 

Vortex is essentially a 3D version of the 
Bricks game already included on the iPod. 
So it’s exceedingly easy to learn, and it’s 
a lot of fun besides. When you clear each 
level, you fly into the Vortex itself and 
appear on another level. Some bricks 



require more than one hit to destroy; 
occasionally you’ll be able to collect bonuses 
that float upwards, which will temporarily 
imbue you with powers like guns that can 
shoot bricks, a sticky bat that will let you 
grab the ball and hold on to it, and stretch, 
which extends the length of your bat. There 
are nine bonus types in all, including a few 
that you might want to occasionally avoid. 

Vortex offers players two different control 
styles — Wheel Rotation and Finger Position. 
Testing out both will find the mode you feel 
most comfortable with. You can also set the 
music source (Vortex or your own playlists), 
adjust brightness and sound effects levels, 
and save or abandon the game in progress. 

Vortex has multiple levels of difficulty 
— Newbie, Rookie, Intermediate, Pro 
and Expert, which let you jump ahead to 
later levels. Vortex starts out slow, almost 
ponderous, but ramps up the difficulty pretty 
quickly — I never got comfortable enough 
to play any games seriously in Pro or Expert 
mode without getting frustrated very quickly. 

Vortex adapts a proven arcade game 
concept to the iPod with great results, 
though it may prove too difficult to hold 
your attention indefinitely. 


By Peter Cohen 

Mini Golf for iPod 

Supported iPod Models 
5 th-Generation iPod 
Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$7.49 

Found on iTunes Store 



A mong ea’s first offerings for the iPod is 
l a mobile device classic — Mini Golf. It 
makes a pleasant transition to iPod, though 
it’s not without some shortcomings. 

In this version of Mini Golf, you get to 
explore three different 18-hole courses. The 
first is unlocked, and part of the challenge 
is to unlock the others by beating par on 
the first course. If you find some hazards 
particularly vexing, Mini Golf lets you select 
individual holes for practice on any course 
you’ve unlocked. 

The game renders your view overhead, 
and puts you on the course with a small 
cartoon-style character. Scrolling the click 
wheel allows you to aim your shot; clicking 
the Menu button will undo the aim. 

One thing that did get in the way of a few 
shots is the golfing character itself. While it’s 
nice to see your avatar on the course aiming 
just like a real person would, he or she will 
often block the hole, a hazard, or some 
other object on the course you should be 
aware of. I lost more than one close putt to 
the hole when my character was in the way 
as I tried to aim. 


Each hole on each course has plenty of 
animation — flames, wildlife, water, steep 
inclines and declines, hazard-like windmills, 
giant snakes, tiki heads, and more. Music 
and sound effects are fine for an inexpensive 
mobile game, and you can adjust their 
volume or just turn them off altogether. 

Unlike other games I’ve looked at, such 
as Bejeweled and Pac-Man, Mini Golf isn’t 
quite as fatiguing on the thumb and hand, 
perhaps because less of your time is spent 
trying to control the action in real-time. You 
aim, you shoot, and repeat — it’s enough to 
rest your thumb a bit between putts. 

Mini Golf isn’t perfect, but it’s got enough 
going for it to recommend it for iPod users 
looking for something different from an 
arcade game or puzzler. 


CUSTOMER REVIEWS 


















you dri ve, we p l ay. Drive + Play™ from Harman Kardon® lets you control all the 
music-browsing capabilities of your Apple iPod with any car audio system. It puts the familiar iPod menu on a 
backlit display right on your car’s dashboard or windshield, where you can read it at a glance. The system is con¬ 
trolled by the most intuitive interface available, and is as easy to use as your iPod. Drive + Play, with its included 
options for connecting to your car’s audio system, is compatible with all docking iPods, including mini, nano, photo 
and video. For more information about Drive + Play, visitwww.harmankardon.com/drive. 



harman/kardon’ 

drive+piay 


home • car - multimedia 

H A Harman International® Company © 2006 Harman International Industries, Incorporated. All rights reserved. Harman Kardon and Harman International are trademarks of Harman International Industries, Incorporated, registered in the United 
State and/or other countries. Drive + Play is a trademark of Harman International Industries, Incorporated. Apple and iPod are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
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By Seamus Byrne 

Altec Lansing FX4021 

Supported iPod Models 

All 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$249.95 

www.audion-mm.com 



N ot every speaker kit has to be iPod 
specific to get a good result. The Altec 
Lansing FX4021 is one of the more stylish 
2.1 channel computer speaker systems I’ve 
seen, with satellites mounted on elegant 
stands and even the sub-woofer could be 
given a place out in the open (so many 
woofers are designed to remind you to hide 
their ugliness from public view). 

Technically, this could almost be called 2.2 
channel, as the sub incorporates a woofer 
technology that houses two units in the 
one sub to generate better bass response in 
limited space. 

The system steps beyond standard 
computer speaker fare by including a smart 
jog shuttle style controller, which includes 
two mini-jack points: one for an auxiliary 
input, such as your iPod, and the other for 
headphone plug-in when you need to keep 
your tunes to yourself. 

The controller also offers quick 
adjustment of treble and bass, while also 
giving loudness and ‘sfx’ controls to smooth 
and spread the sound, respectively. This 
takes speakers that sound good out of the 
box and lets you tailor the experience — 
adding versatility for use in any of computer, 
iPod or general entertainment spaces. 


The FX4021 would get a higher rating if it 
had included analogue input sources, so 
you could hook it up to a few devices and 
switch audio at will. The easy auxiliary 
access may keep many people happy, 
though, so if you don’t need analogue 
inputs you will be well served. 

Thinking about how this compares 
to stand alone iPod speaker units, you 
definitely get more auditory bang for your 
buck here. What you lose is the compact, 
perfect styling of such units, as well as the 
ease of portability. On that front, the final 
choice is personal, but the FX4021 is well 
worth consideration. 


By Susan Megraw 

iFrogz iPod covers 

Supported iPod Models 

3rd, 4th, el 5th-Gen iPod 
iPod mini 
iPod nano 

Player Rating ► ► ► ► 

Price as Reviewed 

$44.95 

www.digitalhome.com.au/ 

ifrogz/ 



T here is no accessory for iPod as well 
represented as the humble case. Many 
companies producing quality covers in a 
wide range of styles, colours and plastics. 
While there may be thousands of options 
on the market, iFrogz has delivered 
a service to meet the trend toward 
customising your own products (from 
T-shirts to credit cards), allowing the user 
to design and order their very own iPod 
cover online. 

The website is visually appealing, easy and 
fun to navigate. It offers excellent graphics 
allowing visual confirmation of the end 
result. There is a huge range of colours, up 
to 38, and patterns, around 200, with the 
combinations increasing the choice up into 
the thousands. 

The delivery time fulfilled expectations. 
While ordered through their Australian 
website, the cover itself was shipped from 
the US and arrived within seven working 
days. Confirmation emails regarding 
payment, shipping date and delivery details 
were timely and reassuring. 


Both well packaged and thorough, the cover 
came with a cleansing cloth for preparing 
the surface of the iPod and a soft card for 
smoothing down the stickers, which were 
necessary additions. It is also easy to put 
together and take apart making it appear as 
if there is nothing negative to say. 

Functionality allows access to the iPod’s 
control wheel. Additionally it is made from 
great plastic (neoprene) which is both 
pliable and feels good. I had read that 
neoprene came in a limited range of colours; 
yet this was clearly not the case here. 

Perhaps the only perceived downside is 
that with the cover on the iPod does not 
dock into the sound systems I tried (Bose 
SoundDock, Jamo 1300, Cygnett Groove 
Force) leaving it for on-the-go use only — 
although protection is its intended purpose 
and therefore the time it is most required. ■ 











Life's just better with iBurst 

Wireless broadband (not for pussies) 


With mobile wireless modems from iBurst you can 
move between rooms, homes, businesses or even 
cities*. No gimmicks, no tricks, no bull. It just works 


www.iBurst.com.au 



>'/ 


-^/iBurst 

It just works 


*iBurst network provides coverage in the metro areas of Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra and the Gold Coast as set out in 

coverage maps available at www.iburst.com.au 














SIRIUS*/ 


Interface 


Media 


CMD4A 


WATERTIGHT MARINE CD RECEIVER/ 
CeNET CONTROL 



Now Your iPod Can Really Make Waves 

Cruise with your iPod, in a sea of music. With the EA1276 CeNET iPod 
Interface, your iPod can be hooked-up to the Clarion CMD4A audio sys¬ 
tem on your boat or yacht, giving you seamless, borderless enjoyment of 
your favourite tunes. Complete control* means you get all the functional¬ 
ity of your iPod right at the audio system’s head unit, including display of 
song data you’ve downloaded through iTunes. And since your iPod gets 
charged while it’s connected, it’s always ready to roll on dry land when 
you come back to port. With Clarion, your music is truly without bounds. 


*iPod Video function is not supported. «Keep iPod away from water. 

Clarion Australia Pty. Ltd. WWW.Clarion.COm.au 30 Corporate Drive Moorabbin Victoria 3189 Australia Tel :03-8558-1115 Fax: 03-9551-0366 (Administration) Fax: 03-9551-0377 (Spares & Service) 
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